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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE. 



These Archaeological remarks and Antiquarian notes on one of 
the most remarkable places of Irish History were reprinted from 
the " Kilkenny Archeeological Society's Transactions/' and intended 
to be published by their late lamented Author, E. A. Conwell, 
Esq., but his illness, eventuating in his death, prevented the work 
from being brought out during his lifetime. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



A RAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 




" In the glimmer of the dawn 
They stand the solemn silent witnesses 
Of ancient days ?^ 

VISIT to Trim can rarely fail to be interesting, its 
decayed abbeys giving evidence of its having been 
once a famous seat of Christianity, while its ruined 
fortress and dilapidated towers will not only invite the en- 
thusiastic researches of the antiquary, but enlist the deep 
reflection of the historian. With the view of being useful 
to both, assisting the inquiries of the one, and bringing 
forward points of contemplation for the other, as well as 
taking the general reader by the hand over a scene of an- 
cient classic renown, the following pages have been put 
together. We shall see that at Trim, not only ecclesiasti- 
cal general Chapters were convened, but that heroes of the 
hour here collected their armies, and English kings held 
courts. 

According to the Census of 1871, the population of the 
manor-land and town of Trim, the chief town of the county 
of Meath, amounted to 2143 individuals ; which shows it 
to be at present a town of no great magnitude, and very 
dimly, indeed, reflects the important position it occupied 
in the affairs of Ireland a few centuries ago. 

The ancient name of the place, from the latter half of 
which its present patronymic is derived, was Ath-Truim; so- 
called from Athj a ford, and Truim^ the genitive case of Drom 
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2 A RAMBLE BOUND TRIM. 

or Drum {dorsum)^ signifying a long, lowhilL^ Immediately 
above the town bridge, over the Boyne, are still very dis- 
cernible both the ford or shallow, and the low hill stretch- 
ing along its northern bank, the river being deep both 
above and below this point. Others translate Ath-Truim 
" the Ford of the Elders,'' or boortrees ; but, even for a 
moment putting out of consideration the high linguistic 
authority of Dr. Todd, from the physical conformation of 
the place we think his derivation of the ancient name 
must be the correct one. 

Trim being formerly a place of great strength and con- 
sequence was, at a very early period — some say in the 13th 
century — constituted a Borough, with a Corporation, and 
it sent Members to Parliament until the Union. The Cor- 
poration Records, up to the 14th September, 1659, have 
been lost ; but, from an inspection of those remaining after 
that date, it is very evident that the Corporation of Trim 
was, at one period, one of the most respectable bodies of 
the kind in Ireland, and men of high position sought ad- 
mission to its ranks. In proof of this we quote the follow- 
ing entry from the Records : — 

** Borough of Trim.. At an Assembly held before John Boulger, Esq., 
Portrieve of said Corporation, this 29th day of June, 1 788 : At the said 
Assembly, The Eight Hon. John Fitzgibbon, Thomas Lyon, Esq., Rev. 
Patrick Vance, George Burleigh, Esq., John Page, Esq., Jun., Isaac 
Bomford, Laurence Steele, Esq., Robert Jephson, Esq., Right Hon. Lord 
Longford, Lord Yiscount Delvin, Right Hon. James Cuffe, Right Hon. 
Thomas Conolly, Henry Stewart, ^sq., Hon. Thomas Packenham, Hon. 
Hercules Taylor, Colonel Richard St. George, Thomas Kettlewell, John 
Francis Craddock, Edward Cooke, Esq., Thomas James Fortescue, Samuel 
Winter, Esq., Lieutenant Philip Stapleton, Comet Samuel Page, Captain 
John Bolton, Hon. George Pomeroy, Major Stephen Freemantle, Major 
Robert Hobart, Robert Gardiner, Esq., Councillor Henry Doyle, Right 
Hon. Denis Daly, Thomas Walker, Esq., Rev. Nat. Preston, Rev. Henry 
Preston, Rev. Arthur Preston, Hon. Robert Taylor, Rev. William Foster, 
Henry Gamett, Councillor William Rowley, Clotworthy Rowley, Lieu- 
tenant William Foster, Thomas Hart, and James Mockler, being formerly 
admitted Burgesses of the said Corporation, and having attended this day, 
were sworn Burgesses accordingly. 

** At the said Assembly, Daniel Lennon and Samuel Hanberry, being 
formerly admitted Freemen of said Corporation, this day attended, and were 
sworn Freemen accordingly. 



1 Dr. Todd's "Life of St. Patrick," p. 160. 
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A RAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 3 

** And at the said Assembly, held before the said John Boulger, Esq., 
Portrieve, the Corporation of Trim, on the aforesaid 29th day of June, 
1788, proceeded to the election of Portrieve for the said Corporation for 
the ensuing year, commencing the 29th of September next. The candi- 
dates offered were Adam Carshore, gent., and Edward Mockler, gent^ 
Burgesses residing in said Corporation, upon which a poll was demanded, 
and proceeded on ; and upon casting up the number of voters at the close 
of the poll, it appearing that one hundred and six legal voters had voted 
for the said Adam Carshore, and thirty-three votes for the said Edward 
Mockler, and a majority of seventy- three appearing in favour of the said 
Adam Carshore, he was thereupon by the Portrieve declared duly elected 
Portrieve for the said year commencing as aforesaid : {Signed ht^) John 
Boulger, Portrieve ; H. L. Rowley, Walter Evans, John Mockler, Har- 
berton, Nath. Preston, H. L. Taylor, Chichester Fortescue, Samuel Gar- 
nett, William Carshore, James Allen, Charles Palmer, William Elliott, 
Henry Gamett, Edward Mockler, Richard Ladley, John Boyle, John 
Foster, Patrick Proudfoot, Christopher Hanberry, Momington, John 
Parkinson, Langrishe Doyle, John Page, Junr., William Parsons, George 
Pomeroy, John Locker, William Hughes, Andrew Hartness." 

** Entered, H. Reynolds, Town Clerk/' 

From the TVim Corporation Eecords, p. 294, &c. 

The first meeting of the Corporation of Trim, after the 
passing of the Municipal Act, took place on 10th October, 
1840, and was presided over by Dr. Clifford, an eminent 
physician residing in the town. As at present constituted, 
the Corporation consists of nine Town Commissioners, 
elected by the ratepayers, three going out annually ; and 
the Chairman is elected every year by the Commissioners 
from among themselves. 

From whatever direction the visitor approaches Trim, 
he cannot fail to be struck with the great magnitude and 
architectural beauty of the ttiilitary and ecclesiastical ruins 
which still attest the former importance of the locality. 
There is one point, however, on the Dublin road, a few 
perches south-east of St. Peter's-bridge at Newtown, from 
which a coup d'ceil of the whole of the ruins about Trim 
is obtained, stretching out in one gorgeous panorama before 
the observer. 

From this spot we propose to commence our " Ramble," 
in which we purpose to notice only scenes and objects 
which have a special interest for the antiquary ; the first 
of the ruins we meet being the Priory of St. John the 
Baptist. 

The boundary wall of this Priory, the area of which 
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measures eighty yards in length and sixty in breadth, and 
incloses about one statute acre of land, can still be traced, 
except on the western side adjoining the public road. At 
the south-west angle stands the round tower, so conspicuous 
in the foreground of the accompanying illustration, which 




1. The Priory of St. John the Baptist, Newtown, near Trim. 

was evidently intended as a watch-tower for the defence of 
the place. Adjoining its northern side is still to be seen a 
recess, 7 feet high and 3 feet feet wide, facing eastwards, 
where in all probability a sentinel kept watch over the pre- 
mises. The tower itself, rising to a height of 30 feet, 
measures 42 feet externally round the base, but the circum- 
ference of the shaft proper is only 32 feet round the outside. 
It was divided into three rooms, or storeys ; that on the 
ground-floor being entered through a door on the east 
side, and having a window commanding a view north- 
wards. The two upper storeys were reached by means of 
a spiral stone stair on the north side, of which nine steps 
still remain. The second storey commanded a view of the 
south ; and the upper storey had, unlike the two below, 
two windows, one looking north-west and the other south- 
east. 
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A RAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 

The principal building in the foreground of the illus- 
tration consisted of a square castellated keep, 40 feet high, 
and 25 feet wide, divided into three compartments or 
storeys, the lower one, or kitchen, being a stone-vaulted 
room, having the funnel of its chimney running up the 
tower on the south-west corner ; into which also converged 
the fire-places of the two storeys above. These consisted 
of two rooms, measuring internally 20 feet by 18 feet, 
and each about 11 feet high. The two upper rooms were 
reached by a spiral stone staircase of 46 steps, still remain- 
ing perfect, in the tower on the north-east side of the quad- 
rangle. The two towers, each about 8 feet square, 
rise 9 feet over the main building. The entrance to 
the premises was on the west side, through a semi-circu- 
lar arched doorway, 5 feet 3 inches wide, and 9 feet 
2 inches high ; while the entrance to the quadrangular 
building in front was from the courtyard inside, on the east 
side, and through a doorway, measuring 5^ feet high, and 
2^ feet wide, in the front of the buildings are what appear 
to be two semicircular arched gateways, 8^ feet wide, and 
13 feet high, built up with stone ; but they never could 
have been used for such a purpose, as a transverse vault runs 
immediately behind them. This representation of gateways 
must have been given for the purpose of relieving the 
monotony of so much dead stone-work, and to give a 
lightness and variety to the appearance of the front. From 
^ this point a regular range of buildings, running parallel 
to the River Boyne, and only a few yards south of it, con- 
taining various vaults for domestic uses, extends eastwards 
for 70 yards, where it ends in another tower, in which is a 
spiral stone staircase of 42 steps, by which were ap- 
proached the rooms of two storeys over these vaults, but 
which have now disappeared. On the south-east corner of 
this tower, which is 40 feet high, there is now in full and 
luxuriant growth the largest specimen of solid ivy we 
have ever seen. The stem at the base measures 4^ feet in 
girth ; and above this the various stems springing from 
the parent root have now grown into one solid mass 
of wood 6 feet in breadth. 

The south-eastern portion of the inclosure is occupied 
by the remains of a chapel 119 feet in length, by 24 feet 
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6 A liAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 

in breadth internally ; the side wall on the south side, 
which is now the only one remaining, rising merely to 
the height of 10 feet. The east gable is still perfect, 
and contains the stone framework of a beautiful triple 
window, 17 A feet wide, and ^9 feet high. 

The Bishops of Meath appear to have been either 
the founders of, or great benefactors to, this Hospital or 
Monastery of St. John, which was erected in the thirteenth 
century for a fraternity who devoted themselves to the 
redemption of Christian captives, — viz., the Order of 
Crouched Friars, or Cross-bearers, so called from having 
a cross embroidered on their habit. 

Edmund, fourth brother of Sir Bartholomew Dillon, 
who was made Chief Baron of the Exchequer in 1513, 
was Prior of Newtown. Laurence White was the last 
Prior; and on 16th July, 1539, being 31st Henry VIII., 
he surrendered the Priory and all its possessions — 

" Containing a church, two towers, an hall, storehouse, kitchen, brew- 
house, two granaries, a pigeon-house, and haggard; also messuages, 
twenty acres of arable land, being part of their demesne on the south side 
of the Boyne ; seventy acres of arable land, twelve of pasture, being part 
of the said demesne on the north side of the Boyne ; and a close contain- 
ing an acre of pasture, with three gardens in If ewtown, annual value, 
besides reprises, lOls. 4d. ; four messuages, six cottages, 120 acres of 
arable land, and twenty of pasture, with a mill on the river Blackwater, 
in the town of Clonguffyn, of annual value, besides reprises, £4 1 6«. ; 
a castle, six messuages, forty acres of arable land, and forty of pasture, 
moor, and underwood, in Longwood and Atomodarire, annual value, 
besides reprises, 52«. 4d. ; seven acres of arable land, and three of 
pasture, in Ballreyn, annual value, besides reprises, 4«. 8^. ; two acres of 
arable land, with the three "Warrenstowns, in the parish of Knockmarke, 
annual value, besides reprises, 2«. ; two acres of arable land in the town- 
land of Agher, in the aforesaid parish, annual value, besides reprises, 28. ; 
twenty acres of arable land in the townland of Trim, annual value, 
besides reprises, 20*. 8(?. ; five messuages, three cottages, 160 acres of 
arable land, three of meadow, and six of pasture, with the appurtenances 
in Downekennye, annual value, besides reprises, £19 58, 6d. ; one 
messuage, forty-eight acres of arable land, two of meadow, and two 
of pasture, in St. John's-town, annual value, besides reprises, 6«. Sd. ; 
sixteen acres of arable land in Moyhangaye, annual value, besides reprises, 
16«. 6d. ; six acres of arable land in Coraghetown, and an annual rent of 
7«. 4d., payable out of the lands of Thomas Plunkett, of Kathmore, 
Christopher Plunkett, Jun., Kichard Proudefote, Nicholas Ford, &c., 
annual value, besides reprises, 13«. 4(?. ; twenty acres of arable land in 
Eichardstown, annual value, besides reprises, 20*.; also one messuage, 
with a garden in the town of Inche, annual value, besides reprises, 4«. ; 
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and thirty acres of arable land in Moher, near Kells, annual value, besides 
reprises, 20». ; with the following rectories appropriated to the said Prior 
and his successors: — Tillanoge, and the appiurtenances, annual yalue, 
besides reprises, £10 ]3«. 4d; and Fennor, with the appurtenances, 
annual yalue, besides reprises, £6 ISs. 4d. 

"July 18 — 31 Henry VIII.— Fiant for grant of the following yearly 
pensions : — £10 to Laurence Whyte, late Prior of St John's, of Newtown, 
near Trim ; and 2Gs, Bd. to Patrick Dongan, issuing out of the profits of 
the rectories of Finnowr and Tollanaghoge.'" — JRot. Pat 

The Priory, and its possessions, were granted to Robert 
Dillon, and afterwards became the property of the Ashe 
family, who inhabited it for many years, during which , 
time probably the various changes, consisting of building 
up and altering doors and windows, now so perceptible in 
the ruins, may have taken place, giving the present ap- 
pearance so little of that of the remains of a religious 
foundation. 

Crossing St. Peter's Bridge, which spans the Boyne in 
five arches, and proceeding a few perches westwards, we 
come to the present burying ground of Newtown, in which 
we first meet the ruins of the former parish chapel of 
Newtown -Clonbun, standing on the summit of the gently 
rising ground on the north bank of the river. Its external 
measurements are 64 feet in length, by iS feet in breadth, 
and the portions of its southern side wall, which is 2 feet 9 
inches thick, still standing, show the original height of 
the side walls to have been about 9 feet, not taking into 
account the slight filling up which has occurred since it 
became a ruin, both by internal and external interments. 

The present condition of the east window, measuring 
22 feet in height, is well represented in the accompanying 



1 The rectory of TuUaghanog, about thid?, are still standing, as well as a small 

four miles from Trim, and adjoming the part of the south side wall, about 3 feet in 

road to Athboy, was appropriated to the height Inl641, Tullaghanogwasthepro^ 

Priory of St. John the Baptist, Newtown, perty of Patrick Browner; but Sie lands were 

Th6 ruins of the old church', running east afterwards held by Plunkett, Lord Kil- 

and west, are situated on the south side of leen, of the King, as of his manor of Trim, 

a gently sloping hill; from which cir- by the service of one- fourth part of a 

(inmstance, no doubt, the name of Tul- knighfs fee — quando scutagium currit. 

laghanog originated. The dimensions of They subsequendy passed to Lord Sher- 

the church are 56 feet in length, and 30 borne ; and for some years past they 

feet in width, measured extemjdly ; and have become,' by purchase, part of the 

two portions of the western gable, oyer estate of George Augustus Botheram, Esq., 

20 feet in height, and 2 feet 3 inches of Kilbride Castle. 
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woodcut. In the interior of the Church, at a distance 
of 9 feet from this window, and in front of where the altar 
stood, is still to be seen, in good preservation, the beauti- 
ful tomb of Sir Lucas Dillon, which measures 6 feet 9 
inches in length, is 4 feet wide, and stands 4 feet in 
height. 




2. The Tomb of Sir Lucas Dillon, at Newtown, near Trim. 

The north Bind south sides of this inclostd tomb are each 
divided into three compartments by exquisitely wrought 
bas-reliefs ; and these compartments contain the armorial 
bearings of the Dillon family, together with those of the 
families of Bath, Barn wall, and some of the other chief fami- 
lies with whom the Dillons were connected by marriage. 
On the west end, in relief, but now much defaced, is the 
representation of a marriage ceremony, in all likelihood 
intended to pourtray the nuptials of Sir Lucas himself, con- 
sisting of eight figures, with the words — Deus — God — 
inscribed within a semi-circular aureola above them, and a 
shield over each of the two groups into which the company 
is divided, in all probability meant to represent the shields 
of the two families being then united. The two principal 
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kneeling figures represent a belted knight on left, and a 
lady on right, each with one hand extended towards what 
appears to be a lectern, and each having three attendants of 
receding height also kneeling in their rear, as their respec- 
tive supporters on the eventful occasion/ On the top of 
the tomb, with a sword of state lying between them, rest 
two recumbent figures, Sir Lucas and his lady, Jane Bath, 
daughter of James Bath, of Athcame and Drumconrath. 
The stone inclosing the east end of the tomb was sculp- 
tured with a raised tablet, apparently intended for an 
inscription, which, in Lodge's Peerage, Vol. L, p. 155, is 
given as — 

** Militis Hie Ludb Dillonis ossa quiescunt, 
Conciliis Eegni summus, Baroque stipremus. 
Mense Februarii decimus cum septimus instat, 
Tempora lustrali profusus flumine clausit, 
Terrenos linquens coelestes sumpsit honores." 

From a careful personal examination of the tablet we 
have found no indications of any inscription ever having 
been inserted upon it ; but Dean Butler, several years 
ago, had the first two lines of the foregoing inscription cut 
into the stone, unfortunately not by a hand practised in 
the art of lettering. The inscription, if it ever existed, is 
defective in not giving the year in which Sir Lucas died ; 
and of the purity of the language employed we say nothing 
further than that, with the exception of two false quanti- 
ties, one in the first, and the other in the third line, it 
appears to have been a puerile attempt to record in Latin 
hekameterversethe high position held by,andthegood quali- 
ties of. Sir Lucas Dillon, who was the builder of the House of 
Moymett, now a ruin, about two miles north of Trim, the 
dimensions of which are 122 feet in length, and 42 feet 
wide, the principal walls being 5^ feet thick. Seven large 
windows can still be counted in the southern portion of the 
ruins. The house was approached, on the east side, through 
a building of two storeys in height, now in a cracked and 



1 It has been suggested that this ta- es ; hut, as we shall see further on, at p. 

hleau may be intended to represent the 12, that the family consisted of seven 

parents and children, such groups being sons and Jive daughters, we are inclined 

common on English monuments and brass- to adhere to the opinion above expressed. 
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tottering condition, 28^ feef long, and 20 feet wide, con- 
taining in the centre an archway 11 feet 9 inches wide, 
and 16 feet high. 

A few paces to the north of this entrance are still, 
to be seen the dismantled remains of the ancient Parish 
Church of Moymett, also built by Sir Lucas Dillon, and 
which appears to have been intended and used as a family 
chapel for the House of Moymett, having a door entering 
the chancel on the west side, that nearest to the family 
residence. The entire length of the building, which runs 
nearly north and south, is 60 feet. Of this the chancel, 
on the southern end, occupies 22 feet 3 inches, and the 
remaining body of the church 37 feet 9 inches. The chan- 
cel is only 16^ feet wide, while the main body of the church 
is 19 feet 4 inches in width. A triple window in the 
southern gable, over the altar, measures 5 feet 3 inches 
in width and is 7 feet high, divided into three compart- 
ments, each 1 foot 5 inches in the opening. There are 
here the remains of a very remarkable arrangement as to 
the pulpit, which apparently stood on the eastern side of 
the church, exactly between the chancel and the main 
body of the church. It was reached by a circular stone 
staircase, 2 feet 3 inches wide and 5 feet in height, eight 
steps of which still remain inserted in the eastern side- 
wall. The doorway of the church is deserving of notice, 
being equilateral-pointed, formed out of two stones, the 
angle being ornamented by the simple bead and ogee 
moulding, the curves of which indicate the architecture of 
the sixteenth century. 

We submit from Lodge's Peerage, Vol., I. p. 153^ &c., 
the following account of the parentage and life of Sir 
Lucas Dillon : — 

''Sir Eobert Dillon, of Newtown, near Trym (third son of James of 
Biverston, and Elizabeth Bathe), in 1545 was Attorney-General to King 
Henry VIII.;* and, ISth February, 1553, Queen Mary appointed him 



* Which King gave him the lands of heirs male of the Monastery of Srowell, with 

Newtown, and (20th March, 1546) granted all its hereditaments; and by Privy Seal, 

to him and his heirs for ever the Monastery dated 20th April, 1570, ordered him a grant 

of Friars Preachers of Athnecame, in West- of so much land in the province of Con- 

meath, with the appurtenances. Queen naught, the Annaly, or in the Dillon's and 

Elizabeth also rewarded his services, 2nd Dalton's Countries, as should amount to the 

May, 1669, with a grant to him and his extended rent of £30 a year. 
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second Justice of the Queen's Bench and one of her Privy Council j in 
which post he was continued hy Queen Elizabeth, 9th January, 1558 ; 
and thence advanced, 3rd September following, to be Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas, as he was again by a new Patent, 19th November, 1562. 
He was joined in Commission, 28th August, 1561, with Hugh Archbishop 
of Dublin and others, to preserve the peace within the English Pale, dur- 
ing the absence of the L. L. Sussex in his expedition to the l^orth against 
Shane O'Ifeile ; and, 13th April, 1563, was in a like Commission for the 
counties of Meath and Drogheda while the L. D. was engaged in a second 
expedition against the said O'lTeile. In this reign he TKas Speaker of the 
House of Commons, one of Her Majesty's Privy Council, appointed, with 
his son, Sir Lucas, and others, 21st February, 1579, to make the limits of 
certain territories into the county of Widklow; and was joined in. several 
other important Commissions. He married Genet, younger daughter to 
Edward Bamwall, of Crick' s-town, Esq., by his wife Elizabeth, daughter 
to Sir Thomas Plunket, of Donsaughly (? Dunshaughlin), Chief Justice of 
the Common Pletis, and had issue four sons and three daughters — viz.. 
Sir Lucas Dillon, his heir, Roger, Thomas and John ; Jeane, Elizabeth, 
and Alison. 

" Sir Lucas Dillon, of Newtown, and of Moymett, was not only eminent 
in his profession of the law, but distinguished for his experience both in 
martial and civil affairs; insomuch as that wise Governor, Sir Henry 
Sidney, generally consulted him and Francis Agarde, Esq., in all matters 
of consequence; and found him so faithful and trusty that he used to call 
him meusfidelis Lucaa. In 1567 he was Her Majesty's Attorney-General, 
and, in her reign. Speaker of the House of Commons, as his father had 
been;* also, 13th October, 1572, was constituted Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, and one of the Privy Council; was knighted by Sir Henry 
Sidney at Drogheda in 1576; and Sir John Plunket, Chief Justice of the 
Queen's Bench, dying in 1583, Her Majesty resolved to appoint for his 
successor her trusty and well-beloved servant, Sir Lucas Dillon, her Chief 
Baron, as a personage, whom for his very good and faith^ service, and 
for his good deserts and sufficiency tvery way, she thought not only worthy 
of that place, but of a better; yet, upon good consideration had, and 
finding by himself that he was able to do her better service in the place 
he then had, than if he had the other, was pleased, upon his recommen- 
dation, to appoint James Dowdall, Second Justice of the said Bench, to 
discharge the place of Chief Justice; and as some recompense to him, did, 
by Privy seal, dated at Greenwich, 1st June, confer on him the office of 
Seneschal (which he then held), and to his heirs male, of the Hundred or 
Barony of Kilkenny- West, over the surname of the Dillons, and over the 
inhabitants there; as also a lease of such Crown lands as he should nomi- 
nate, amounting to £70 a year for sixty years; in lieu whereof he sur- 
rendered to the Queen (30th October) all his right and title to the town 
and lands of Athlone, which he claimed to belong unto him, as Seneschal 
of the said barony, or as head of his nation. 



» By Privy seal, dated at Havering, 16th and, 10th August that year, received a grant 

July, 1663, he had a grant of the Abbey of to him and his heirs male, of the towns 

the Virgin Mary, of Trim, with a lease of of Ladyrath, Grange of Trim, Canonstown, 

the Moiety of Caatleknock. and other lands, Rathnally, and others in the county of 

of late belonging to John Burnell, attainted ; Meath. 
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" In 1584, theL. D. Perrott sent him to the Queen, to give account of 
his proceedings in Ireland from his first arrival, in the execution of his 
office; in doing which ho gave Her Majesty such satisfaction that she made 
very honourahle mention of him, and expressed the high esteem she had 
for him in the postscript of her letter to the Deputy, dated 20th January. 
On the 26th April, 1587, he was commissioned, with others, to distribute 
the forfeited estates in Munster, and joined in many other Commissions of 
public utility during the Queen's reign. He married Jane, daughter to 
James Bathe, of Athcame and Drumconragh, Esq. 

** He had isstie by her, who died before 1581, seven sons and five 
daughters — ^viz., Sir James, created Earl of Roscommon; Henry, of whom 
presently; Christopher, Oliver, Alexander, and John, all died childless; 
Robert, who settled in the King's County, and left posterity in Munster, 
and in England; Genet, married to Christopher, the ninth Lord Killeen, 
and was mother of Lucas, created Earl of Fingall; Elinor, to Robert 
Rochfort, of Kilbride, in Meath, Esq. ; Elizabeth ; Margaret, to John Sars- 
field, of Shurninges, in the county of Kildare, Esq. ; and Ann, to Richard 
Plunkot, of Rathmore, Esq. 

* *' Henry Dillon (the second son), of Kentstown, in Meath, and of 
Strokestown and Ardnacrane, in Dillon's Country, married Elizabeth, 
daughter to the Lord Culpepper, and dying 18th April, 1609 (or 20th 
April, 1610), had four sons and three daughters, Henry, his heir; Theo- 
bald, Lucas, and James, who both settled in Munster; Thomasine,* mar- 
ried to Plunket, of Loughcrew, in Meath, Esq. ; Anne, married to 

George Russell, Esq., grandson of Sir William Russell, L. D. of Ireland 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and Margaret, married in England." 

The Dillon family have occupied such a conspicuous 
place in Irish history, that we think it might not be unin- 
teresting to give here a succinct accountof them, which we 
are enabled to do by the obliging kindness of the present 
Colonel Sir John Dillon, Baronet, of LismuUen, who has 
favoured us with the perusal of an old family record, en- 
titled " Historical and Genealogical Account of the Dil- 
lons: compiled and extracted from the most authentic 
Archives, Annals, and Historians of Ireland : privately 
printed for family use in Dublin in the year 1791.*' It is 
very unfortunate that this record of so distinguished a fa- 
mily, while giving the descents of its various branches, is 
so singularly wanting in dates ; but, for a moment over- 
looking this defect, we trust the particulars will be found 
interesting. 



* She was the mother of Oliver Plunkut, condemned for a plot as improbable in the 
the celebrated Archbishop of Armagh and contrivance as it wus impossible in the ex- 
Primate of all Ireland, who, on the wicked ecution, was hanged at Tybnm on 1st 
testimony of two or three corrupt men, being July, 1681. 
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Dr. Keating shows this family to be of very ancient 
Irish descent. According to his account, Lochan, son of 
Nial of the Nine Hostages, having, in some contest about 
the year 595 or, 598, killed his father's nephew, Colman 
Riembriech, King of Temoria, he was thereupon surnamed 
DUune^ which signifies valiant. To avoid his father's dis- 
pleasure for killing Coleman, Dilune, with a body of 
troops, repaired to France, and was employed by the Duke 
of Aquitaine, then at war with the King of France ; but 
who, having lost his sons in the war, and being able to 
support his sovereignty of Guienne and Aquitaine with 
the aid of Dilune's auxiliary troops, he gave his daughter 
in marriage to Dilune, there called Delion^ in whose right 
he and his posterity became princes of Aquitaine, and con- 
tinued so until. Henry II. of England intermarried with 
Elinor, descended from the eldest branch. In the year 
1172, Henry 11. obtained by superior force Aquitaine, &c., 
whereupon, to destroy the popularity of the lineal male 
descendants of the, aforesaid Dilune, he carried Sir Henry 
Delion and his brother Thomas into England when infants, 
being the sons of Thomas the Great of Aquitaine, who was 
killed in the said war with Henry II. 

In the year 1185, Sir Henry Delion, i.e. De lAon^ a 
French translation of Dilune for Valiant^ now called Dil- 
lon, was sent to Ireland with John, Earl of Morton, Chief 
Governor of Ireland, by whom he was granted the princi- 
pality of Corkneagh, now the County of Longford, a large 
extent of country, bounded on the west by the River Shan- 
non, together with divers islands in Loughree. Sir Henry 
Dillon, called also Premier Dillon, built his mansion house 
at Drumrany, about the centre of his territories, and a 
castle and hall in Doonamoany ; and several castles and 
abbeys, monasteries and churches were built and endowed, 
in what was then called the Dillon country, by his de- 
scendants, viz. : — the abbey in Athlone, two in Kilkenny 
West, one in Ardnacraney, the abbeys of Shrule, Holy 
Island and Hare Island in Loughree, &c., as appears from 
the Benefaction Books of the said abbeys, and from " Sir 
James Ware's Collection of the Church History of Ireland.*' 
Sir Henry, Premier Dillon, married the daughter of John 
de Courcy, Governor, niece by marriage to Hugh the elder, 
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. and John de Lacy, and was buried in the Abbey of Ath- 
lone, which he had founded. He left three sons, Sir 
Thomas, Sir Robert, and John, who became an ecclesiastic, 
and afterwards was consecrated Archbishop of Armagh, 
and a daughter, who was married to the eldest son of Sir 
William Petit, Lord of Mullingar. Sir Thomas married 
the daughter of Sir Edmund Butler, who, in 1215, was 
Lord Justice ; and Sir Robert married the daughter of Sir 
John Fitz GeoflFry, also Lord Justice. Sir Henry gave his 
second son the seigniory of Doonamoany, with his territories 
in Annally, who, in right thereof, took his place among 
the Peers, the Lords, and Commons then sitting in one 
House. Sir Thomas was father to Henry and Dominick, 
Bishop of Ossory, and to James, a Canon regular. Lord 
Henry Dillon, son of Sir Thomas Dillon of Drumrany, 
married the daughter of Maurice Fitz-Gerald, Governor in 
1232, and sister to Maurice Fitz-Maurice, Lord Justice in 
1272, by whom -he had three sons, Thomas, Henry, and 
Maurice, and two daughters, one, Mary, married to Sir 
John Dalton, Lord of Dalton's country, the other, Bridget, 
to O'Farrell, Prince of Annally. 

Thomas, the eldest, became 'an ecclesiastic, endowed 
one of the abbeys in Kilkenny West, and was buried there. 
Sir Henry, the second son, married the daughter of Meyler 
de Bermingham, Lord of Athenry, and sister to Sir John 
de Bermingham, Baron of Ardee, in the County Louth, 
and sister also to William, Archbishop of Tuam, by whom 
he had issue Lord Robert of Drumrany, John, William, 
and Gerald. The two last became ecclesiastics. John was 
killed in battle, unmarried ; and William was afterwards 
consecrated Bishop of Derry. Maurice, the third son, mar- 
ried Sir Richard Tuite*s daughter, and was the Knight 
killed by the rebels in the north of Ulster. 

Robert, Lord of Drumrany and Dillon's country, mar- 
ried Anne, the second daughter of Sir Eustace Le Poer, now 
called Power, of Cufraghmore, in the county of Waterford, 
whose descendants became Viscounts Valentia and Earls of 
Tyrone ; and had issue, Henry, Gerald, John, Thomas, 
and Edmund, and three daughters ; one, Bridget, married 
to Sir John Eustace ; the second, Mary, to M'Coghlan ; 
and the other, Jean, to M'Geoghegan. Henry died young ; 
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John settled and married in England ; Thomas became 
Bishop of Kildare ; Edmund was Abbot of St. Thomas's 
in Dublin ; and Gerald succeeded as Baron of Drumrany, 
and was made President of Meath, and afterwards Lord 
Chancellor. He married Lady Emelia Fitz Gerald, Lord 
Desmond's daughter, and by her he had Maurice, Henry, 
Sir James, John, and two daughters. The eldest' daugh- 
ter, Catherine, married Sir John Nugent, of Bracklin, 
whose descendants became Barons of Delvin, one of whom 
was Lord Deputy in 1452, and are now represented in the 
Marquisate of Westmeath ; the second daughter, Anne, 
married Baron Delamere. Lord Gerald married, secondly, 
the daughter of Baron Plunket, of Rathmore, whose issue 
were Christopher, Michael, and a daughter married to 
Plunket, of Killeen. Maurice became Baron of Drumrany, 
and continued the principal line of Premier Delion, whose 
descendants afterwards became Viscounts Costeloe and 
Gallen. The second son, Henry, became Prior' of St. 
Peter's, near Trim ; and Christopher, his half-brother, be- 
came Bishop of Waterford, and was afterwards translated 
to Dublin. The third son, James, was knighted in Eng- 
land by Edward IIL, and while his uncle, the Earl of Des- 
mond, was Chief Governor, he was made Treasurer of 
Ireland, and acquired several seigniories and manors about 
Tara. He built Proudstown Castle and a parish church 
(now in ruins) in his manor of Skryne ; and having inter- 
married with Honorah, daughter of Sir John D'Arcy, Lord 
Justice, and sister to Roger, Lord D'Arcy, also Lord Jus- 
tice, he left Sir Robert and several sons and daughters, 
whom he established in several estates and family houses 
in the counties of Meath and Dublin. John became Prior 
of Trim. The eldest daughter married Baron Plunket, of 
Rathmore and Loughcrew ; the second, Barn wall, of Creggs- 
town, ancestor to Baron Trimblestown and Viscount Kings- 
land ; and the third daughter married O'Connor Phalee. 
Sir Robert succeeded in Proudstown and Skryne, and 
married the daughter of Sir James Birmingham, ancestor 



1 '* 1400. Henry, son of Gerald Dillon, Paul). Lodge, Dillon.*'-— De&n Butler^a 
of Drumrany, was Prior (of SS. Peter and " Notices of Trim," p. 210. 
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to William Birmingham, Lord Baron of Carberry, in the 
county of Kildare, by whom he had Richard, Gerald, 
James, Walter, Henry, and two daughters — one, Anne, 
married to John, eldest son of Sir James Morris ; and the 
other, Elinor, to Chief O'Moor, of Lossmore or Lenamore. 
Richard, the eldest son of Sir Robert, succeeded in Prouds- 
town and Skryne seigniories, and married the daughter of 
Sir John Bellew. The said Richard and his brothers, with 
six hundred select Irish troops, in the reign of Henry VI., 
behaved so valiantly at the battle of Knocknashea, fought 
near Verneuil in France, on 28th August, 1424, that a 
complete victory was obtained by the Duke of Bedford, 
Regent of France ; and Richard and James were knighted 
on the field.' The lineal descendants of said Sir Richard, 
of Proudstown, continued in the possession of their large 
estates in and about Proudstown, Tara, and Skryne, as 
well as in the counties of Louth, Kildare, and Dublin ; and 
matched among the greatest and noblest families, and were 
representatives for corporations and counties until stript 
of their large estates by Oliver Cromwell in the general 
calamity of 1652. The second son, Gerald, brother to Sir 
Richard, of Proudstown, intermarried in Dublin with Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John, Lord Barry, by whom he had 
Richard, Gerald, Robert, and James, with three daughters. 
The eldest daughter, Alice, married Sir Thomas Fitz Gerald ; 
the second, Mary, Bellew, of Rolinstown ; and the third, 
Fitz Eustace, of Ballymore. Gerald and Robert became 
officers in the English army, and James a Canon^regular. 
Richard, the eldest son of said Gerald, devised to his son 
Thomas his dwelling and estate in Dublin, and his various 
lands in Dillon's Country and Westraeath, with his library. 
Thomas was an eminent lawyer, became Judge of the 
Queen's Bench, purchased a large estate, and settled in 
Clonbrock, in the county Gal way. He married the daughter 
of Allen, of Palmerstown, by whom he had one son,Thomas ; 
the second of Clonbrock, who married EUine, sister to Sir 



* It was on this occasion, and in token jR?m, Azure, over the Lion Rampani, allud- 

of so seasonable an exploit, that a Falcon ing to the command of the troops; generals, 

Volant instead of & Demi Lion was given or chief commanders usually wearing belts 

as crest, adding to the Coat Armour a or girdles of honour. 
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James Shane, by whom he had issue Thomas and Robert. 
On 6th October, 1603, he was made Chief Justice of 
Connaught, and he died in Dublin on 24th September, 
1606. Thomas was killed unmarried, in the Castle of 
Curraghboy, by the Burkes and Keoghs, who assaulted the 
Castle ; and Robert was married to Catherine Hussey, of 
MuUhussey, by whom he had nine sons, Richard, Lucas, 
Bartholomew, James, Thomas, Gerald, Edward, Bartholo- 
mew, and Christopher ; and four daughters, Jane, Mary, 
EUice, and Anne. He died 18th December, 1628, and was 
buried in the Church of Kilcloon. Jane married James 
Dillon, of Cannestown ; Mary, John Bellew, of Wyllys- 
town; EUice, James D'Arcy, ofCloghenaver, in the county 
of Gal way, and Anne became a nun. Richard, the eldest 
of said sons, married, first, the daughter of Alderman Ma- 
lone, of Dublin, by whom he had Robert, and three daugh- 
ters, Bridget, Margaret, and Jane. Bridget married Burke, 
of Burlos, in Tipperary ; Margaret became a nun, and Jane 
was married to Cornelius O'Kelly. Richard's second wife 
was Sir Dominick Browne's daughter, Jenet ; by her he 
left Thomas, Connor, and Lucas, who died in March, 1678, 
without issue. Robert, son to Richard, married Mary, 
only daughter to Geoflfrey Browne, Esq., son to Sir Domi- 
nick, by whom he had Lucas, Henry, and three daughters, 
Margaret, EUice (or Ellen), and Elizabeth; and, dying in 
October, 1707, was buried on 11th, at St. Audoen's, 
Dublin. The eldest married Cornelius Donnelan, of Bally- 
donnelan ; EUice, William O'Kelly, of Gallagh ; and Eliza- 
beth, Richard Blake, successor to Sir Richard Blake, of 
Ardfry. Lucas married first, in June, 1694, Honora, the 
eldest daughter of Sir John Burke, of Millford, Bart., by 
the Hon. Jane, daughter of Theobald Lord Viscount Dillon, 
by whom he had five sons and four daughters, who all died 
unmarried. He died 20th March, 1716. 

But to return to Sir James Dillon, third son to Sir 
Robert, of Proudstown. The said Sir James married Jane 
Rivers, the only daughter and sole heir of the ancient Lord 
Rivers, Baron of Riverstown, by whom he had with his 
posterity the lordship of Riverstown, Tara, and Baron in 
capite. He had by said lady five sons ; Bartholomew, his 
eldest, succeeded as Lord Baron of Riverstown ; Gerald, 
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his second son ; Robert, his third son ; Thomas* became a 
Roman Catholic Bishop, and Edmond, Prior of the Abbey 
of Trim and Newtown, near Trim. Bartholomew, son to 
Sir James, and first of Riverstown, had issue James and 
Robert. James married Plunket, and having no family, 
his brother. Sir Robert, succeeded ; and, marrying Cathe- 
rine, who died 21st December, 1615, daughter of Sir 
William Sarsfield, of Lucan, Alderman of Dublin, he left 
five sons and nine daughters, viz., Bartholomew, of Rivers- 
ton; William, of Fitz-Leons, or Flinston, in Meath; 
Thomas, Michael, and Christopher; Eleanor, married to 
Richard Aylmer, of Dullardstown, and died 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1635; Anne, to — Bermingham, of the Carrick; 
Thomasine, to Christopher Evers, of Rathtain; Frances, 
to — Cusack, of Cushinstown ; Genet, to Robert Leicester ; 
Margaret, to John Baxter ; Amy ; Ismay, to Henry, second 
son of Sir John Elliott; and Cicely. Bartholomew, his 
eldest son, in 1585 married Catherine, daughter of Sir 
Alexander Fitton, of Bective, President of Munster, and, 
dying in Dublin on 6th March, 1633, was buried in the 
church of Tara, leaving five sons and two daughters, viz., 
Andrew, his heir, Thomas, James, Francis, and Peter ; 
Jane, married in 1620 to Simon Barn wall, of Pinnerstown, 
son to Patrick of Kilbrew ; and Mary, married to Thomas 
Barnwall, of Rosskiil, in the Queen's County. Andrew, 
born 1599, commanded a company of foot at the siege of 
Drogheda in 1641 ; and, marrying the daughter of Sir 
Christopher Plunket, of Kilshaghlin [? Dunshaughlin], he 
left two sons and two daughters, Edward and Thomas, 
who both died young ; Catherine, married to — Archer, 
of Kilkenny ; and Mary, to William Bath, of Colp. So 
the elder branch of Riverston became extinct, as James, 
the second son of Robert of Riverston, became a religious, 
and was Guardian of Kilkenny- west, and Provincial of his 
Order, the Grand Cordeliers. 

In Lodge's "Peerage," Vol. I., pp. 156-7, it is stated 
that — 

"Sir James Dillon, eldest son of Sir Lucas, who succeeded at Moyraet, 

1 ** 1518. About this year Thomas Dillon third brother to Sir Bartholomew Dillon, 
was Prior of SS. Peter and Paul, but con- then Chief Baron of the Exchequer." — 
tinned in office a very short time ; he was Dean Butler's " Notices of Trim," p. 211. 
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had a special livery of his inheritance, 8 April, 1595, received divers 
Grants of Lands from King James I. ; by whom he was knighted, and in 
consideration of the many acceptable and faithful Services performed to 
his Crown; and for his other Yirtues, which were eminent and worthy to 
to be cherished; as also because his Son, Sir Robert Dillon, had relin- 
quished the Errors of his Ancestors, and being guided by a better judg- 
ment, conformed himself to the Protestant Religion, was by Privy Seal, 
dated at WestminstQi', 13 N'ovember, and by Patent at Dublin 24 January, 
1619, created Lord Dillon, Baron of Kilkenny- West, the Ceremony whereof 
was performed by the L. D. St. John, in the Presence- Chamber, on the 
25th : And his Majesty, as a more ample Testimony of his Favour, was 
pleased to advance him to the Dignity of Earl of Roscommon, by Privy 
Seal, dated at Westminster 24 July, and by Patent 5 August, 1 622. His 
Lordship was present in the Parliament of 1634, and commanded a Troop 
of Horse in the B«igns of James and Charles I., in which station he did 
many singular Services to his Country. He married Eleanor (or Hellen), 
second Daughter to Sir Christopher Bam wall, of Turvey, Knt., and dying 
in March, 1641, had Issue by her, who died 11 (or 12) October, 1628, 
seven Sons and six Daughters, viz., Robert, Lord Dillon, his successor; 
Lucas, Ancestor to the Present Earl of Roscommon; Thomas, .Christopher, 
George, John, Patrick, who all died young, or unmarried ; Jane, married 
to Sir Christopher Dillon, Heir- apparent of Theobald, the first Viscount 
Dillon ; Elizabeth, to — Hussey, Baron of Galtrim ; Frances, to Henry, 
Son and Heir to Christopher Bamell, of Castleknock, Esq. ; Margaret, to 
— Nugent, of Drumcree, Esq.; Mary, to Sir John Bellew, of Ball-Robins- 
town, Knt. ; and Alison, to Roger OTarrell, of Momin, Chief of his 
Name." 

Queen Elizabeth granted to the Dillons all O'Connor 
Roe's territories in the county of Roscommon, which 
O'Connor, according to Dr. Keating, was the lineal descend- 
ant of Roderick O'Connor, the last monarch of Ireland. 
Space, however, will not permit us to follow up the history 
of a family who could boast of great and varied alliances ; 
and many of whose members at different periods held high 
stations both in Church and State. Before the general 
calamity of 1652 the family of Dillon held possessions in 
twenty-six out of thirty-two counties in Ireland. In Meath 
the present head of this family is Colonel Sir John Dillon, 
Bart., LismuUen, a Baron of the Holy Roman Empire, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of the Royal Meath 
Militia. 

From an inquisition* taken at Navan in 1693, being 
^ 5th William and Mary, we learn that Darcy Went worth was 



* Dean Butler's "Notices of Trim," p. 174. 
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then in possession of Ardgreagh and Newtown-Clonbun •, 
Thomas Bellew, of Bellewstown ; John Piercewall, of 
Carbristown and Fosterstowne ; Stafford Lightburne, of 
Adamstown ; all which, with many other townlands, had 
been the estate of Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnell, 

who had married Boynton, sister to the Countess of 

Roscommon, who remarried with Thomas Carter, Esq, 
Sir John Dillon, of LismuUen, in 1702, bought for 
£4907 105. the attainted estate of Richard Earl of Tyrcon- 
nell, which had been granted by King William to Henry, 
Lord Sydney, and was by him conveyed to Sir John Dillon. 
At a distance of about four yards from the south 
side- wall of the little parish church of Newtown Clonbun, 

before described, there is a flat 
tomb slab of Ardbraccan stone, 
measuring six feet two inches 
long, two feet six inches broad, 
and seven inches thick, which, in 
its present state, is faithfully de- 
iMMI[^5^SSiJ''iil hi I lineated in the accompanying 
10*^111^50^^ engraving. Over the shield con- 

taining the armorial bearings of 
the Brown es are three crosses, 
which are probably here intended 
to tjrpify the Crucifixion between 
two thieves. This part of the stone 
is so much abraded that the entire 
of the first and half of the second 
word are now rubbed off^; but 
they can be easily supplied, as 
the inscription evidently was ori- 
ginally [Hic^ja] cet : Henricus: 
Browne: qui: ohiit: undecimo.die: 
Man: Anno: Domini: 1581. 
cujus • animcB ' propicietur • Deus • 
It will be observed that the words 
are separated by two dots as far 
as the date ; and after that, to 

NO. 3. Monument of Henxy Browne. the Cud, by a siuglc dot. InsidC 

the marginal inscription, on the 
right side of the three crosses, some letters have been sunk 
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into the stone and there have been also three lines incised at 
the bottom, all which are now illegible ; but from the fact of 
their being cut into the stone it is certain that they are more 
modern than the inscription, which, together with the 
armorial bearings and the crosses, are in raised characters. 
The two holes on either side of the shield were evidently 
intended for fastening with lead a plate, probably of brass, 
through which the arms protruded. 

Brownestown, near Newtown, was so called after a re- 
spectable family of the name of Browne, to which probably 

this same Henry belonged, as well 
as Thomas Browne, who was Prior 
of the adjoining Abbey in 1528. 
They intermarried with the Bel- 
lews of Rathtayne, about four 
miles north from Brownestown, 
as the accompanying inscription 
upon a' monumental slab on the 
floor of the ruined church of Rath- 
tayne, or Rataine, will show. The 
inscription in a scroll of raised 
letters, with a point after each 
word, runs" thus : — Hie • jacent • 
corpora • Richardi • Bedlow - 
de ' Bedlowsiown • qui • obiit • 
a ' die- mensis- Januarii 1601- 
ac ' etiam • corpora • hini • jUii • 
^us • vz • Jacobi • bedlow • et' 
ThomoB • bedlow • Geneta- brovn- 
uxor • ejus • hoc • monimentum' 
struxit. It will be observed that 
in giving the date the figure 6 has 
been reversed on the stone. 

In raised characters, on a shield, 
about the centre of the stone there 
is a fret for Bedlow, impaling an 
eagle displayed for Browne, with 
the initials K B. and G. B. over the 
shield. It is a pity that our ancient monuments cannot be 
more respected ; and that this stone should have suffered 
from the intrusive hand of the brother of a herd who was 




No. 4.— Monument of Richard Bedlow. 
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stationed a few years ago in the neighbourhood, by cutting 
deeply across the face of it his name '* T. BOLAND, 
1858." 

At the head of a grave in the old burying ground at 
Newtown, and about 12 feet southwards from the Browne 
ihonument, above described, stands a rude stone cross, two 
feet over ground, and only ten inches wide, containing the 
following quaint inscription : — 





t 

I. H. 8. 




ESMOND MAX 
AN HIS MAKT 


• 


PEAT 

FOB 

HIMSE 

L F AND 

HIS WIF 

BES FOX 

WHO D YBD 
IN 1713 





Some remains of ancient sculptured stones have been 
built into the walls of the old church of Newtown for pre- 
servation, together with a small tablet, alas for vandalism ! 
since slightly defaced, upon which is cut the following 
inscription : — 

Has ANTIQIT-aB PIETATIS ET ARTIS EELIQXriAS 

ViCINI MONASTEEII SS. PeTEO ET PaULO DEDICATI 

OLIM OENAMENTA 

PEOSTEATAS DIU ET PF-NE DETEITAS 

PARIETIBU8 HTTJUS ECOLESIJB 

INFINGENDAS CUEAVIT K. B. ViCAE DB TeIM. 

A.D. MDCCCILfl. 
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There is still to be seen, inserted into the west gable of 
the old church, by the same careful hand, the figure of a 
bishop, now wanting the head, and 5 feet in length, which 
had been long trodden under foot. Of it Dean Butler 
remarks that, though traditionally called the daughter 
of King John, it is far more probably the figure of the 
founder of the adjoining Priory. 



^r:^^ 




■ :'m"J^^^^- - 




5. — Priory of Canons Regular, Newtown, near Trim. 

The English Prelate, Simon de Rochfort, Bishop of 
Meath, founded this Priory in the year 1206, for Canons 
Regular of the congregation of St. Victor ; and he also 
erected the adjoining church into a cathedral, which he 
dedicated to the honour of St. Peter and St. Paul. In 1216 
the episcopal founder held a Synod here, the acts of which 
are printed in Wilkins' Concilia ; and in 1224, Simon, the 
founder, was interred here. 

By a charter dated Trim, 24th September, 1419,* 
King Henry V. granted to the Prior and Convent, for the 
better support of this Abbey, a license to acquire lands, 
&c., to the annual value of £40. 



»Dean Butler's *' Notices of Trim." p. 210. 
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In the year 1533-4, Parliament passed the following 
Act to appropriate the parsonage of Galtrim, about five 
miles distant, to this Priory : — 

*• At the humble supplication of the prior and convent of the monas- 
tery or house of the apostles Peter and Paul, of Newtown, beside Trim : 
That where the advowson of the parish church of the blessed Virgin 
Mary of Galtrim, within the county and diocese of Meath, in the time of 
Prince Edward IV., late King of England, unto the monastery or house 
of the apostles Peter and Paul, of Newtown, beside Trim aforesaid, and to 
the prior and convent of the same, to hold, retain, and keep, to them and 
their successors, in proper use was appropriated, and so appropriated did 
continue unto the 24th year of the reign of our sovereign lord that now is, 
Henry VIII., King of England and of France, defender of the faith, and 
lord of this land of Ireland, that one Nicholas Hussey, Baron of Galtrim, 
aforesaid, in a quare impedit, recovered the aforesaid advowson against the 
prior that now is, of the said monastery or house, before the Justices of 
the King's common pleas in this land of Ireland. The said Nicholas, in 
his said action of quare impedit, all edging that the said advowson, long 
before the said appropriation thereof, was appendant to the manor of 
Galtrim aforesaid, which manor, the said advowson thereto then being 
appendant, was given by force of a remainder of a tail, to one Peter 
Hussey, ancestor to the said Nicholas, whose heir the said Nicholas 
is, and to the heirs male of his body begotten, as by the said recovery 
more plainly doth appear. And forasmuch as the tithes of the parsonage 
of Galtrim aforesaid, was that thing that the said house or monastery was 
most supported and kept up [by], and divine service and hospitality main- 
tained, and that the same house or monastery, if it could not have 
the said parsonage thereto again appropriated, was, and is very like, to be 
clearly dissolved, for as much as a great deal of the possessions that was 
given thereto at the foundation thereof, lieth in the marches, and by 
reason of war and oppression there is much wasted, sore decayed, and 
diminished, and the premisses of pity moving Sir "William Skeffington, 
then lord Deputy of this land, and the council of the same, at their 
desire, the said Nicholas Hussey, upon the said advowson, did submit 
himself to such end, award, and order, as the said lord Deputy, the most 
Rev. father in God, John, Archbishop of Dublin, Primate of Ireland, and 
then Chancellor of Ireland, Sir John Barnewall, Knt., lord of Trimlettes- 
town, and Thomas Luttrell, then the King's sergeant at his laws in 
Ireland, should take order and award therein ; and the said arbritrers, by 
the assent of the said prior and Nicholas, thereupon did award, order, and 
deem, that there should be a vicar perpetual, and for ever in the same 
church made, established, and ordained, having perpetual succession, that 
shall have yearly to him and his successors, vicaries of the same church 
for the time being, the whole manse or glebe of the parsonage or church 
of Galtrim aforesaid, with four acres of arable land, being within the 
same town of Galtrim thereto pertaining, with all other lands and tene- 
ments pertaining to the same, being within the precinct, bounds, and 
mearings of the lands of the town of Galtrim aforesaid, the whole 
altarages, oblations, and offerings yearly, of the church and parish of 
Galtrim aforesaid, the third part of all the tithe torves of the said parish, 
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the whole tithes of corn and hay of all the lands, messuages, and tene- 
ments of Clonemeath, and such tithes yearly of com, half wheat and bear, 
and the other half oats, as shall be to the yearly value of eight marks of 
lawful money of Ireland, of such com as shall grow or be in the farthest 
part of the land of the town of Galtrim aforesaid, from the house 
or monastery of SS. Peter and Paul aforesaid, after the rate of fifteen 
shillings the couple of corn of the same tithe yearly : to have and 
to hold the same manor, glebe lands, altarages, oblations, offer- 
ings, tithes, and all other premises, with their appurtenances, to the 
said vicar, and to his successors for ever, that so shall be there made, 
established, or ordained. And that the advowson of the parsonage of 
Galtrim aforesaid, with all other manner of tithes, oblations, and altarages, 
chapels, and free chapels, that pertaineth to the same, except the pre- 
misses for the same vicar limited, at the cost of the said prior, or his suc- 
cessors, after he or his successors had obtained or gotten of our sovereign 
lord the King, his heirs or successors, a sufficient license to take, accept, and 
approper the same advowson to them and their successors, then shall be 
appropriated, united, and annexed to the said house or monastery of 
SS. Peter and Paul aforesaid, and to the prior and convent of the same, 
and their successors for ever. To have and to hold, keep, and retain 
the same to the said prior and convent, and to their successors for 
ever, in proper use, in pure and perpetual alms, to pray for the souls of 
the antecessors of the said Nicholas, and for the prosperity of the said 
Nicholas, and his heirs and sequel, for their souls after they pass this 
transitory life."--Dean Butler's/* Notices of Trim," p. 212. 

This Priory paid five marcs annually to the bishop ; 
and its Prior ranked third in dignity, and sat as a Baron 
in the House of Lords. 

According to the Irish Statutes, this house was 
suppressed by Parliament on 1st May, 1536, and granted 
to King Henry VHL 

"29th King Henry VIIL — This monastery, with the lands ofKill- 
tombe, Cloynboynagh, Skirlokeston, and Eathnalle, was granted, for the 
term of twenty-one years, to Robert Dillon,* at the annual rent of 
£16 68. 9d., Irish money. Also, 22 July, 32nd same King, the town of 



^ " According to Lodge, James Dillon, The lay brothers seem to have succeeded 

of Riverstown, had five sons, Sir Bartho- to the property of their clerical brothers, 

lomew Dillon, who, in 1616, was deputy- and to that of their houses, 
treasurer, and, in 1518, chiefjustice of the "On a stone in the porch of Trim 

Common Pleas ; Gerrald, of Balgeeth ; Sir church,* which evidently was attached to 

Robert, of Newtown, attorney-general in the piscina now used as a font, are three 

1646, and chiefjustice of the Common shields: 1. De Bath; 2. Dillon, a lion 

Pleas in 1659 ; Thomas, Prior of St. Peter's, rampant within a tressure, over all a fess ; 

Trim ; and Edmond, Prior of Newtown. 3. A fess between three crescents, for 

• During some alterations in the Church in 1868, this porch was entirely removed ; and since 
that time the present vicar, Archdeacon Berry, has had this stone insearted into the north wall of the 
old ohanoel for preservation. 
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Dankinnle, with fire messuages, six cottages, 160 acres of arable, and 20 
acres called Huntsland, parcel of the possessions of St. John the Baptist, 
of Newtown, with one messuage in the town of Navan, containing 60 
acres, parcel of the possessions of the Abbey of St. Mary, in Navan, to- 
gether with Branganstown, being part of the possessions of John Burnell, 
and Daltonston, part of the possessions of Christopher Eustace, both of 
whom were attainted of high treason, were granted for ever to the said 
Dillon, to hold in capite, at the rent of four marcs, Irish money. And 
22nd July, 33rd same King, all the several possessions of this Abbey, 
situate in Newtown, Kilthome, Cloynboynagh, Skirlokeston, and Eath- 
nalle, the tithes of hay and com in Newtown, Kilthombe, Cloynboynagh, 
and Skirlokestown excepted, were granted to the said Dillon for ever, at 
the yearly rent of four marcs, to commence at Michaelmas, 1558, at the 
expiration of the first lease for 21 years. 

** 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary, a mill on the river Blackwater, and 
100 acres of land in Moyvally, in this county, part of the possessions of 
this priory, were granted to Gerald, Earl of Kildare, together with the 
priory of Lismullen." — Dean Butler's " Notices of Trim," p. 215. 

The present remains of this ancient Priory, which are seen 
ontheleft in the preceding engraving, consist of two blocksof 
building, exhibiting, even in their state of crumbling decay, a 
proof of the architectural taste of the Anglo-Normans in the 
beginning of the 13th century. The breadth of the building 
nearest to the river is 48 feet, measured externally, with 
a side-wall extending parallel with the river to the length 
of 95 feet, and, in some places, still 32 feet high. The 
adjoining structure, on higher ground, was originally 45^ 
feet in length, and 30 feet in width, containing, in one 
angle of the building, a circular stone staircase, portions 
of which are still remaining. The ruins of the Church of 
SS. Peter and Paul, once called " The Cathedral of Meath,*'' 
are seen on the right. It consisted of a simple nave, with- 



Wile, or Wylde, of Riverstown. In the usual in Irish heraldry." — Dean Butler's 
time of Edward IV., James Dillon, son of " Notices of Trim, p. 216." 
Sir Richard Dillon, of Proudstown, and * " On the 27th May, 1518, in the Co- 
heir of his mother Jeane, daughter and thedral Chwrch of Saint Peter y of Neiotowny 
heiress of Wylde, of Riverstown, married heside Trim, in the synod held here before 
Elizabeth, daughter of Bath, of Dollards- Hugh (Inge), Bishop of Meath, a tran- 
town, and bore these coats. The fess over sumpt of the old roUs of the proxies, sy- 
the lion rampant is said to have been nodals and taxations of Meath was read 
granted by John, Duke of Bedford, to and compared with the ancient rolls, and 
Richard Dillon, as an augmentation to his confirmed . by the bishop and the arch- 
arms, for his conduct at 3ie battle of Ver- deacons, and the clergy, 
neuil, in 1424 ; and the Wylde crescents, " This transumpt is still preserved in the 
instead ofbeingquarteredwith the paternal diocesan registry, together with some 
coat, were afterwards incorporated into the fragments of the original rolls.*'— Dean 
Dillon arms, according to a mode not un- Butler's ** Notices of Trim," p. 217. 
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out aisles or transept, 136 feet in length, by 30 feet in 
breadth, internally, the side-walls being 40 feet in height 
and 5^ feet thick. There are two passages, or triforia, in 
the thickness of the walls at the west end, where also are 
to be seen the beautiful remains, in Caen stone, of the 
springing of a groined roof. The two sedilia, on the south 
side of the altar, with round-headed arches, measure 5^ 
feet in height, 6 feet 10 inches across, and are 2 feet 8 
inches in receding depth. They are faced with red sand- 
stone, probably from Moynalvey, LisrauUen, or Donough- 
more, being a stone precisely similar to the cut stone used 
in Trim Castle. The beautiful grey and sparkling lime- 
stone of Ardbraccan does aot appear to have come into 
use before the 14th century, when it is found in the win- 
dows inserted in the old chancel of Trim church, and 
again in the insertions of the 15th or 16th century, in the 
Abbey of Bective. 

During the night of the great hurricane, 6th January, 
1839, a considerable portion of the south side-wall was 
blown down, but in the portions of the church still stand- 
ing there are seven windows, of which two in the north 
and one in the south side-wall are still perfect in form. 
Each is 6 feet wide on the outside, splaying to 7^ feet on 
the inside. They are about 24 feet in height, commencing 
about 12 feet above the floor, and reaching to within 3 or 
4 feet of the top of the side- wall. The large window, now 
open to the bottom, in the east gable, is 10 feet wide, and 
about 3 feet higher than those in the side-walls. While 
the windows facing the north, from being partially built 
up, would indicate the decay of this house previous to its 
dissolution, the state of the west gable, on the other hand, 
shows that, at that very period, a new western front must 
have been actually in course of erection. The joining of 
the old masonry of the southern side-wall, with the more 
recent masonry of the west gable, is very distinct; and the 
putlock holes, for the purposes of scaffolding, have never 
been filled up. Indeed, the gable itself, 55 feet high, with 
its square-headed window, looks as if it had not been 
thoroughly completed when the work was abandoned. 

Dean Butler, in 1854, finishes his account of this Priory 
with the following remarks : — 
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''Many romantic stories of the treasure buried in these ruins were 
current a few years ago, and it is not long since hundreds of people, some 
of them from a considerable distance, assembled here by night, and made 
great excavations, in the hope of reaching the under-ground passage lead- 
ing to the high altar, with the golden ccmdlesticks, not to be touched under 
pain of death, by which lie two sleeping bishops, who, when awakened, 
will give the keys of two small chambers, one full of silver and the other full 
of gold, which may be taken away by the bold and pious finders. The 
police, however, who doubted the purpose of the assembly, interrupted the 
excavations, and the treasure was not disturbed." 

Approaching Trim along the road from JNewtown We 
come to a small green field immediately adjoining the 
town, and on the left-hand side of the public way, still 
known as the Greek Park. Here, it is conjectured, was 
situated what was known as the Greek Church ; but all 
remains of the building have long since disappeared. 
Archbishop Ussher* {Sylloge, 132) states that "there was 
in the county of Meath, at Trim, a church, which retained 
to this day (1632) the name of the Greek Church ;" and 
in the Visitation Book, Marsh's Library, it is said that this 
church was called the Greek School. 

Nearly all traces of the once celebrated monastic house, 
the Dominican, or, as it is commonly called, the Black 
Friary, have disappeared. It was situated near the gate 
leading to Athboy, on the north side of the town, where a 
few fragments of fallen walls on the surface of its turf-grown 
site are all that now remain to give evidence of its former 
existence. Bishop Burke, writing in 1756, says that a 
few years before that time the walls of the house and 
chapel gave evidence of their original magnificence, but 
that, shortly before he wrote, the stones were sold and 
carried away to other buildings, so that on visiting the 
place he found scarcely any ruins. 

This house of the " Black Friars Preachers *' was found- 
ed by Geofirey de Geneville, Lord of Meath, and his wife, 
in 1263, under the patronage of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary ("Allemande ;" Harris's Tab. ; " King," 
p. 87 ; " Hibemia Dominicana," p. 263) ; and it soon ob- 
tained such celebrity and distinction that a general chapter 



1 Dean Butler's *' Notices of Trim,*' p. 141. 
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of the Order was held here on three different occasions, 
viz,, in the years 1285, 1300, and 1315 (King, p. 87). 

*'1291. On the Sunday next after the feast of St. Matthew, the 
archbishops, bishops, deans, &c., of the kingdom held a meeting in this 
convent, under the presidency of I^icholas Mac Melissa, Archbishop of 
Armagh, when they entered into a remarkable association for promoting 
and strengthening the powers of the church.'^ — Archdall*s " Monasticon.*' 
[The following resolutions, embodying the substance of their deliberations, 
are given in Harris's Ware's Bishops, p. 70]. 

** First, they swore that if they, or any of them, their churches, rights, 
jurisdictions, liberties, or customs, should, by any lay power or jurisdiction 
whatsoever, be impeded, resisted, or grieved, that they would, at the com- 
mon expense, in proportion to their respective incomes, support, maintain, 
and defend each other in all courts, and before all judges, either ecclesias- 
tical or secular. 

" Second, if any of their messengers, proctors, or the executors of their 
orders should suffer any loss or damage in the execution of their busi- 
ness, by any lay power or jurisdiction, that in such case they would 
amply, and without delay, make up to them all such losses and damages 
out of their own fortunes, accordmg to a rateable proportion of their 
revenues. 

" Third, if any ordinary should pronounce sentence of excommunication 
against a delinquent, that all the other bishops should promulge, and, with 
effect, prosecute such sentence in their respective dioceses; so that if 
a person excommunicated in one place should fly to another, the place he 
continued in should be put under an interdict, as also wherever he had 
his habitation, or the greater part of his fortune, provided notice thereof 
be given in writing by the bishop, publishing such sentence. 

•* Fourth, if any of the archbishops should prove cool or negligent in the 
execution of the said agreement, then they boimd themselves, by virtue of 
the oath they had taken, in 500 marks to the Pope, and as many to their 
bretkren who should observe it ; and each bishop, under the like circum- 
stances, in £200 to the Pope, and as much to their brethren, who should 
keep up to the terms prescribed. 

'* And, lastly, they agreed, that if any archbishop, bishop, etc., absent at 
the time of the agreement, should, upon request, refuse to comply with 
the terms stipulated ; then they engaged and promised to complain of him 
to the Pope, and to prosecute such complaint with effect at their common 
charges ; and not only so, but that they would not afford him any aid, 
counsel, or assistance in any other affairs relating to him or his Church." 

The founder of this house was a native of Cham- 
pagne, of illustrious birth, and brother to the famous 
Jean de Joinville, the companion and historian of St. Louis. 
This great statesman, who was the confidential friend of 
Edward I., married, in 1250, the co-heiress of Walter de 
Lacy, Maud de Lacy, Lady of Corvesdale, of Ludlow, and 
of Meath. About the middle of the thirteenth century he 
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joined the Crusaders, and after his return in 1273, he was 
appointed Lord Justice of Ireland ; and, in virtue of his wife, 
Maud de Lacy, he became possessed of a large portion of 
the great Palatinate of Meath. The Irish Annals inform 
us that the said Maud de Lacy, wife of Sir Geoffrey de 
Geneville, died in 1302. On 17th November, 1308,' forty- 
five years after its establishment by himself and his wife, 
we find the founder of this religious house entering it as a 
simple friar, where he died in 1314 : — 

" 1308. — Geoflrey de Geneville resigning the possession of the Lord- 
ship of Meath to the Lord Roger do Mortimer, and his wife, the rightfal 
heir, daughter of Sir Peter, son of Geoffrey de Geneville, he entered him- 
self a friar in this Monastery on the morrow after the feast of St. Edward 
the Archbishop.*' 

*' 1314.— The Lord Geoffrey de Geneville died on the 21st of October, 
and was interred here in his order of Friars Preachers.*' — Pemhridge. 

The Genevilles, or Joinvilles, were celebrated founders 
of religious houses, as the inscription on their monument 
in old French, at Clairvaux, plainly shows: — Tout cils qui 
sont issus di li doibvent avoir esperance qui Diex la mis en 
sa compagnie^ Quar les Sains tes moignmU quifaie maison 
Diex en terre il acquier propre maison en ciL 

On 25th January, 1867, Mrs. Kevin, 
widow of MajorEdward Kevin, sent us 
from Cheltenham an impression of a seal 
labelled '* Arms of Geneville of Ludlow 
and Trim Castle, Ireland;" and on appli- 
cation to the o wner,Rev. Edwin G. Jarvis, 
Hackthorn, Lincoln, he very obligingly 
favoured us, on 7th November, 1872, 
with a second impression from the brass 
matrix of the seal in his collection, a 
Jac simile of which we here present, 
NO. 6.-8.ppo?ed Seal of belicving that it bcars internal evidence 
Dominicaji Priory, Trim, of havmg bccn thc scal 01 this monastic 
house. The surrounding raised border, here represented, 
does not really belong to the seal, the engraver having 
worked from a wax impression, which this border is simply 




1 Dean Butler's "Notices of Trim," pp. 31 and 199. 
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intended to show. From its pointed form and the cross at 
top it is evidently an ecclesiastical seal ; and, being still 
sharp and clear, having never suffered from serious 
oxidation, it is quite evident that it has never been lost^ 
or rather out of safe keeping ; but how it came to have 
found a resting place in Lincolnshire it is impossible to 
discover. 

On the continent it is customary with members of 
various religious orders, when their house is founded under 
her patronage, to drape the figure of the Virgin in the spe- 
cial habiliments of the order. Here, on the field of the seal, 
we have the crowned (representing the Assumption) figure 
ofthe Virgin, attired in the Dominican habit, and standing 
upon the crossed branch of a tree, holding out chaplets 
of roses to reward the piety of the founders, Geoffrey and 
his wife, represented below. It will be observed that the 
left hand of the female figure carries a "well- trimmed 
lamp,'' while her right hand has already reached her crown ; 
and that the hands of the hooded Friar are raised in 
supplication for the attainment of his, apparently not far off. 
From this allegorical representation it appears manifest 
that the seal was designed and adopted during the monastic 
life of Geoffrey ; that is, some time between the years 1308 
and 1314. The legend [Recipiens • Salve • Crede • Sec- 
RETA Tegb] is a singularly happy old motto for the seal- 
ing of letters or other official or confidential documents. 

The Geneville arms are at the lower point ofthe seal — 
azure, three barnacles * in pale or ; on a chief ermine a 
demi lion rampant gules. 

Dean Butler,^ in a note, thus graphically alludes to the 
distinguished founder of this house: — 

'' It is to be lamented that our notices of the varied life of this great 
man are so meagre, that we cannot fill up the outline of the young noble 
of Champagne wooing his wealthy bride in the Court of England, retiring 
with her to her great Seignories in Ireland, and joining with her in found- 



* These were instruments of torture these barnacles impaled in their armorial 

used by the Saracens, somewhat re- bearings in memory of some feat of prow- 

sembling the implements formerly em- ess performed in the East, probably the 

ployed for bruising hemp. The Genevilles, deliverance of some tortured captives, 

being celebrated Crusaders, no doubt had a " Notices of Trim,** p. 32. 
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ing a religions house : taking the cross for the Holy Land ; administering 
for a short time the government of his adopted country; busy for years in 
the councils and campaigns of the bold and politic Edward I. ; and closing 
his career by the resignation of his Lordship of Meath to his youthful 
grand-daughter and her ambitious husband, and ending his days in the 
habit of a Dominican, in the cloister which he and Ms wife had built 
fifty years before. The following verses are from " Thesaurus Martene 
Nov. Anecdot.," vol. iii. The person to whom they relate had, like 
Geoffrey, been a Crusader; and they give a beautiful picture of such a life 
as Geoffrey de Geneville may have led in our Black Abbey : — 

* Ipse post militise cursum temporalis, 

lUustratus gratia doni spiritualis, 

Esse Ohristi cupiens miles specialis, 

In hac domo monachus factus est claustrab'ii. 

* Ultra modum placidus, dulcis et benignus, 

Ob eetatis senium candidus ut cygnus, 
Blandus et affabilis, ac amari dignus, 
In se Sancti Spiritus possidebat pignus. 

* Nam sanctam ecclesiam ssepe frequentabat, 

Missarum mysteria Isetus auscultabat, 
Et quas scire poterat laudes personabat, 
Ac caelestem gloriam mente ruminabat. 

* Ejus conversatio dulcis et jocosa 

Valde commendabilis et religiosa, 
Ita cunctis fratribus fuit gratiosa, 
Quod nee gravis extitit nee fastiitiosa.' 

" "We may easily suppose that the old Crusader, who had been em- 
ployed in the wars and embassies of the time, had tales of travel and of 
danger, which would make him a very acceptable companion in a monas- 
tery ; and we may imagine, as he roamed about it — 

* Hie per claustrum quoties transiens meavit, 

Hinc et hinc ad monachos caput incUnayit, 

£t sic nutu capitis eos salutavit, 

Quos aflfectu intimo plurimum amavit.'" 

It is shown in the learned researches of Dean Butler, 
p. 200, &c., that in 1324 Nicholas, the son and heir of Sir 
Simon de Geneville, was interred in this friary ; and that 
Lady Joan Fitz Leons, widow of Sir Simon de Geneville, 
was interred here on 12th April, 1347, and also Matthew 
Hussey, Baron of Gal trim, who died on 4th August, 1418, 
a near connexion of the De Genevilles. John Hussey, 
Baron of Galtrim, married the eldest of the five daughters 
of Sir Simon de Geneville, who, upon death, without issue, 
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of Joan, daughter and heiress of their brother Nicholas, 
became his representative. 

This house ceased to exist shortly before the middle of 
the sixteenth century, as appears from the Pat. Boll. 33, 
7 Hen. VIIL^ where it is stated that '' a grant was made 
on 24 May, 1540, to Sir Thomas Cusacke, of Cushins- 
town, Knight, of the house, site, precinct, &c., of the late 
house of Friars Preachers of Trim, and the church of the 
said house, all messuages, castles, &c., in or near to the 
precinct of said house, 3 messuages, 66 acres of land, 
3 acres of meadow, and one park in Trim aforesaid, and 
all other messuages, lands, &c., in Trim or elsewhere 
in Meath County, which were ever reputed parcel of said 
manor." 

The date of the foundation of St. Patrick's Church, 
Trim, which next claims our notice, is a very early one. 
In the ecclesiastical annals of Ireland the spot on which 
the present parish church of Trim stands dates far back 
as the site of a very early Christian church. Tirechan, 
who lived in the seventh century, and wrote his life of St. 
Patrick from the mouth of his master. Bishop Ultan, of 
Ardbraccan, states, a. d. 433, that " Patrick came to Trim, 
and built a church XXII years before the foundation of 
the church of Armagh." — Ussher, "Prim.," 853. 

Geraldus Cambrensis (*' Top. Hib.," 2, 45), says that in 
his time the Irish had no castles, and that they took refuge 
in their churches from the robbers, with whom the coun- 
try abounded. The tower of the church is well fitted and 
seems, with its crenellated and battlemented belfry, to have 
been intended for a place of defence. It is a solid castle- 
like building, 75 feet in height, and has been divided into 
six storeys, two of which are vaulted. In 1798, the year 
of the Irish Rebellion, a sentinel was stationed on the top 
of this tower, for whose use the additional structure on its 
north-western angle is said to have been erected. In 1449, 
Richard, Duke of York, afterwards King Richard III., whilst 
in Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, resided some time in Trim ; 
and he is supposed to have built this tower about that period. 
From the outline of the great west window the body of the 
church would seem to be of the fourteenth century ; and 
the square window still remaining in the south wall of the 
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old chancel is evidently of the time of Edward 11. The 
present church, standing from west to east, with the ancient 
tower on its north-western extremity, occupies the site of 
what had formerly been the pre-Reformation parish church 
of Trim, which, from the evidences still remaining, was 
undoubtedly a building of a far more imposing character 
than its modern representative. The old chancel, the two 
side-walls of which are still standing, enables us to estimate 
the length ofthe church as 149 feet; and, taking its breadth 
as that indicated by the appearances of where the north 
side-wall abutted on the eastern side of the old tower, it 
must have measured 54 feet in breadth. The length of 
the old chancel cannot now be ascertained, but itt breadth 
externally is 27 feet 6 inches, and the walls are 3 feet in 
thickness. 

The external dimensions of the present church are 87 
feet in length, and 33 feet in width. In the summer of 
1867 the late Vicar, Rev. Charles J. Bayly, ably assisted by 
his curate, Rev. Alfred T. Harvey, organized a committee, 
consisting of the churchwardens and principal parishioners, 
for the purpose of improving the church. These improve- 
ments, which subsequently cost upwards of £1400, consist- 
ed in removing the old porch, and an unsightly gallery, 
substituting open pews for the antiquated ones in previous 
use, the insertion of new foliated windows set in cut stone, 
the erection of a vestry, a compartment for an organ, and 
a new chancel, forming an addition of 18 feet to the present 
church. 

In digging the foundation for the new chancel, which 
extended out into the old chancel of the original St. Patrick's 
Church, at a depth of about 5 feet below the present sur- 
face level of the grave-yard, a tomb-slab, measuring 6 feet 
2 inches long, 2 feet 7 inches broad, and 5 inches thick, of 
dark limestone, was found, with its lettered side turned 
downwards, which prone condition of the stone may, in 
some degree, account for the beautiful condition of the 
lettering, which varies from four to five inches in height, 
being almost as sharp and perfect as on the day the inscrip- 
tion was cut. This inscription, as will be seen from the 
accompanying engraving from a rubbing, runs in a scroll 
round the margin ofthe stone, in sunk letters, which have 
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all the appearance of having been originally filled with 
brass. In addition to having some of the words contracted, 
it will be observed that a portion of one letter is frequently 
taken as constituting a portion of the following one ; and 

this, together with the fact 
of the characters being in 
old German or Gothic, ren- 
dered the reading difficult to 
be disciphered by an unprac- 
tised eye. The inscription is 
of a period only a few years 
later than the introduction 
of printing into England by 
Caxton, in 1471 ; and the 
lettering is a beautiful speci- 
men of the typography — 
our Old English^ or Black 
Letter^ uniformly Gothic — 
which prevailed from 1457, 
when printing was invented, 
until 1465. It reads thus: 
— Hie jacet Johannes Warde^ 
Decretorum Doctor, quondam 
hujua ecclesice Rector^ qui obiit 
xx^ vi° die Februarii An"* 
Di M** D° villi." 

This was the year, 1509, 
in which Henry V III. ascen- 
ded the throne of England. 
The name of Warde does not 
occur in the very carefully 
collected list of Rectors of 
Trim gathered from various 
sources by Dean Butler ; 
and on this account it gives 
us pleasure to add a new name to his Roll by this 
accidental exhumation, and with a title too, ^' Decretorum 
Doctor," which in this country, at least, is very rare. 
Never before having met with this ecclesiastical degree, 
we were anxious to know whether or not it meant 
simply " Doctor of Canon Law," and how or by whom 




No. 7.— Monument of John Warde, Bector 
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such a distinction was conferred. Accordingly in December, 
I869, we wrote to the Most Rev. Thomas Nulty, D.D., 
Roman Catholic Bishop of the diocese, and also to Rev. W. 
Maziere Brady, D. D., who were both in Rome at the time, 
asking some explanation as to this title. We append their 
replies : — 

*' Romey 8 January, 1870. 

*' Deab Mk. Conwell, — * Decretonim Doctor,' at the time it was in- 
scribed on the tombstone in Trim, meant exactly the same as LL.D. does 
now, ' Doctor of Laws.' The first collection of the documents that now 
form what we call ' Canon Law ' — Corpus Juris Canonici — was called 

* The Decretals,' or decisions of the Popes in reply to the inquiries and 
questions sent to them from all parts of the world. Their decisions on the 
doubtful points thus submitted to them were afterwards collected together, 
and these were called 'The Decretals,' or Laws of the Church. These Decre- 
tals were studied with great care ; and the degree of Doctor was conferred 
on any one who, in a public or competitive examination, proved himself 
possessed of great knowledge in these Decretals. That I might not in any 
way be mistaken in the answer I now send to your inquiry, I consulted 
Dr. Moran (the Cardinal's nephew), and Dr. Brady, the Protestant Clergy- 
man and great Antiquary, who is here at present. 

" I remain, dear Mr. Conwell, 

" Ever respectfully yours, 

" + Thomas Nulty.'* 

^^ Roma^ 81° Piazza di Spagna^ 22nd January, 1870. 

" My deak Sib, — No duties —diocesan or other — belonged to the title of 

* Decretorum Doctor,' which was equivalent simply to a degree, as we 
would call it, of Doctor in Canon Law. I have met the title frequently in 
the consistorial entries in the Libraries here. 

'* Nor ia it decided by the use of the word ' quondam * that Warde had 
ceased to be Kector of Trim before his death. The tombstone may have 
been inscribed some months or years after his death, when another Eector 
was in office, and when the word * quondam ' would be strictly appro- 
priate, answering to * some time Kector of this Church.' 

"As the State Papers, which I looked over for the purpose, I think, 
some months ago, when in Ireland, make no mention of Warde, it is hope- 
less to expect to find the date of his accession to the rectory. No diocesan 
records concerning his institution are in existence, except, indeed. Dr. 
Beeves of Armagh is able to furnish you with the information. He is the 
ablest of our Irish Ecclesiastical Archivists, and will, I am sure, assist 
your research, if you write to him. 

** Believe me, yours truly, 

*' W. Maziebe Bbady." 
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We had previously consulted Rev. William Reeves, 
D.D., M.B., LL.D., M.R.I.A., &c , who very kindly fa- 
voured us with the following reply : — 

** Rectory^ Tynariy 21th December , 1868. 

''My dear Sir, — I send you back by this post your copy of the Trim 
inscription. 

*' I take ' Decretorum Doctor' to be the same as Doctor of Canon Law. 
How or by whom the distinction was conferred I cannot say, probably by 
the Court of Eome. I am glad that Mr. Bayly's improvements have 
brought to light this interesting tombstone, and I hope others may turn 
up. 

'• This ought to be set into the wall of the church, as the best way to 
secure it against the wantonness of our climate, or, what is worse, of the 
men who live under it. 

*' The prone condition of this stone reminds me of the discovery of the 
tombstone of Mowbray, Earl of Norfolk, which was lately recovered in 
St. Mark's of Yenice. How the late most worthy Vicar would have re- 
joiced to see this exhumation ! I hope your Sliabh na Caillighe explor- 
ations go on and prosper* 

*' Wishing you all the compliments of the season, 

'* I remain, faithfully yours, 

*' Wm. Reeves." 

This interesting relic of the past was placed, by the 
late Rev. Charles J. Bayly, in the tiled floor of the present 
porch or entrance to the church ; from which position it 
is to be hoped that the Venerable Archdeacon Berry will 
considerately have it raised and inserted into the adjoining 
wall. 

The public already owe their obligations to his conser- 
vating hand for fixing into and around the walls of the 
old chancel several fragments of sculptured stones which 
might otherwise soon be lost or destroyed. Recently he 
has inserted into the interior of the north wall of the new 
vestry a curious tomb-slab, measuring 6 feet long, 2 feet 
4 inches wide, and 4 inches thick ; and which, on entering 
upon his vicariate, he found in his coach-house broken 
into three pieces. It was dug up in the year 1844, in 
sinking a grave in the old chancel within two or three 
yards of where the Warde slab was found ; and, for preser- 
vation, it was inserted by Dean Butler into the old porch, 

a 
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in taking away which, in 1868, it was broken, and left in 
the coach-house for safety. Mr. Bayly having died soon 

afterwards, nothing more was 
done about it, until it had 
become considerably defaced. 
We here present an engrav- 
ing of it from a rubbing we 
took in July, 1871. The in- 
scription, in raised letters, 
with a comma after each word, 
reads : Hie, jacet^ Walterus^ 
Martinus^quondam, de^ Tryrn^ 
Burgensis, cum, parentibusy 
avis^ etj proavis^ suis, et^ etiam^ 
Jeneta^ Delapatrick.iixor^ ejus^ 
qui, obiitj mense^ Junii^ anno^ 
salutis, 1541. Hic^ quoque^ 
jacet, Nicholaus, Martinus^ 
filius^ dicti^ Walteri, et^ Jenete^ 
cuniy uxore^ sua^ Katherina 
Aspoll^ qui^ obiity xxv"*., die, 
Juniif anno, domini, 1590, 
cujus, filius^ WalteruSi Mar^ 
tinus, ety Jeheta, Gerry ^ ejus^ 
uxor^ hoc monumentum^ fi^^h 
j€[cerunt, ^c.]. By the break- 
ing across of the stone at this 
point of the inscription, the 
last line is lost, which probably 
gave the date of the erection 
of the monument. Commencing on the lower extremity 
of the cross, in raised letters, is the following curious legend, 
each word being separated from* the next by a single 
point: — Hoc . est . signum . humance . redemptionis . et . 
insigne . Christianum . baptismate . datum . quo . mors . 
Christi . recolitur . et . diabolus . fugatur. Then follows a 
form of rose, which is frequently met with on monuments ; 
but the most remarkable feature in this part of the inscrip- 
tion is the Greco-Latin form of the words Christianum and 
Christi being used down to this period. There was .also a 
raised inscription on the shaft of the cross, which is now 
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illegible ; and which may have only been, as was not un- 
usual, the name of the sculptor. 

On the right of the cross there have been two lines cut 
in sunk characters, thus indicating a different and later 
date for this part of the inscription. The first line, we 
fear, is hopelessly lost ; but, if it could be read as an hexa- 
meter, the following line, which is easily restored {astra . 
colunt . animcB . corpor[a . terr]a . tenet) being a penta- 
meter, the two lineg taken together would make Latin 
Elegiac verse. From the friable nature of the surface, 
which scales off almost with the slightest touch from 
the hard dark limestone slab beneath, we infer that the 
inscription, cross, &c., were originally formed by spread- 
ing a dark stone paste along the surface of the slab, on 
which a perforated brass plate, containing the inscription, 
&c., was pressed down, causing the letters, &c., to exude 
through it ; and, from having long lain buried, the metal- 
lic portion of the inscription became gradually eaten away 
and lost. 

With the exceptions of the names of Martin and 
Garry, the descendants of the other names, Delapatrick 
and AspoU, have long since disappeared from Trim and 
its neighbourhood. The cross here figured is evidently 
intended to be emblematic of the armorial bearings of the 
Martins, whose crest was a star, here represented by the 
blending of the St. Andrew's with the Roman cross. Sir 
Bernard Burke, Ulster King-of-Arms, shows that the Mar- 
tins of Galway descend from one of the officers who accom- 
panied De Burgh in the first invasion of Ireland, temp. 
Henry II. That he was a returned Crusader is manifest 
from the arms, which are stated ("Book of Pedigrees," 
Vol. X.) to have been granted to Oliver Martin by King 
Richard I. in the Holy Land. 

Arms : Az. a Calvary cross on five degrees arg. between 
the sun in splendour on the dexter limb, and the moon in 
crescent on the sinister or. 

Crest : An etoile wavy of six points. 

MoTTO : Sic itur ad astra. 

Into the interior of the north wall of the old chancel, 
and immediately over the space between the sites in which 
the two last stones were dug up. Dean Butler, some years 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 



A RAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 



ago, inserted a very curious tomb slab, of which the 
accompanying engraving is an accurate representation. It 

is broken across, near the cen- 
tre, and measures 6 feet 10 
inches in length, 2 feet 8 inches 
in breadth at top, and is 2 in- 
ches narrower at the bottom. 
From an examination of the 
material, it appears to be an 
artificially formed slab, con- 
sisting chiefly of concrete of 
lime, of a brown colour, thickly 
interspersed with wavy lines 
of some blue substance ; and, 
when polished, of which in 
parts in the upper left-hand 
corner it still affords evidences, 
it must have presented a very 
beautiful speckled and mot- 
tled appearance. In this por- 
tion of the stone is to be seen 
a small speck of metal, exhi- 
biting that shade of green 
peculiar to the so-called pea- 
cock ore of copper, from which 
we infer that the inscription 
may have been originally in- 
laid with that metal. Around 
the margin ran two parallel 
grooves, each half an inch 
wide, which were evidently in- 
laid. Between these grooves, forming a fillet of about 
three inches wide, ran the inscription, now in sunk letters ; 
but which, no doubt, were originally filled with metal, 
and in Lombardic characters of the twelfth or thirteenth 
century. 

At the top of the slab will be observed a hollow 
representing an ecclesiastical figure, over which is another 
depression in the form of a canopy with crockets and pinna- 
cles, both evidently, when the monument was erected, 
filled with some metallic substance. Of the name of the 
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ecclesiastic, which is hopelessly lost, there are faint traces of 
such letters as wid,. preceded by a cross, and then space for 
about six other letters, after which follow — Hie : Rector : 
et : Arc[liUevites] hie : jacet : Ira : Dei : pacijketur : 
\ei\. In Dean Butler's time the words " Archilevites" and 
'* ei" appear to have been complete and legible ; and, of the 
former, he says that he " can give no other meaning than 
that of Archdeacon to the word Archilevites." — (See Du 
Gauge's " Latin Dictionary " Archilevita). 

On the left-hand side of this monument, and in the 
same wall, has been inserted for preservation a stone slab 

2 feet 10 inches high, and 4 feet 3 inches wide, contain- 
ing under a canopy, in raised characters, the figure of a 
bishop with mitre and 
crozier,andin a square 
of about 2^ feet a very 
curious pattern of in- 
terlaced work, proba- 
bly of the early part of 
the fifteenth century. 
Farther on in the same 
wall will be observed, 
among others, a sculp- 
tured stone, 2 feet high, 
and 1 foot 8 inches 
wide, containing em- 
blems of seven loaves 
and three fishes. 

In the north-east, 
em corner of the old 
chancel, level with 
the surrounding green 
sward, is a flat stone, 
measuring 6 feet long, 

3 feet 3J inches wide 
and 5 inches thick, 
and covering a vault 
beneath. The stone 

is from the quarry of ^°-^^- Monument of sir Thomas Ash. 

Ardbraccan, about eight miles distant, and is appa- 
rently of about the date 1657. It has been broken into 
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pieces, as will be seen from the accompanying engrav- 
ing, all of which have been placed in juxtaposition, with 
the exception of that forming the left-hand lower corner of 
the slab, with which fragment is lost the commencement of 
the*last three lines of the e[)itaph, which we have here ven- 
tured, on supposition, to restore in brackets. The upper 
portion of the stone is devoted to armorial bearings. On 
a shield — a chief ermine, three pheons, impaling two 
chevronels for Ashe ; with two crests — a griffin's head on 
a coronet, and a squirrel for Ashe. On the lower part of 
the stone, in raised letters about 2 inches high, was cut 
the inscription, which we propose to restore as follows : — 

Love and age havejoynd in one 
To lay th[ese'\ two under this stone 
Sir 2yw[mas] Ash his Lady Elizabeth 

[Unite their] ashes in this house of death 
And nlow both having run their glasses . 
[They hop^e to be revived from ashes. 

The author, whoever he may have been, of these dog- 
grel lines, appears to have had no higher object than to 
make wordy capital out of the names of Elizabeth and 
Ashe. 

We learn from Patent V., Treasurer's Office, that in 
1617 — 

''James I. granted to Sir Thomas Ashe, of Trim, the rectories, 
churches, and chapels, of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Trim, and Kil- 
dalkey ; and two parts of all the tithes and altarages of the town, rectory, 
or chapel of Clonard, parcel of the possessions of the late abbey or monas- 
tery of the Blessed Virgin of Trim." 

We learn from an Inquisition taken at Navan, 2Sth 
August, 1633, that — 

** Henry VIII., by letters patent, dated 10th July, 34th year of his 
reign, granted for- ever to Sir Anthony St. Leger, the site, circuit, and 
precincts of the monastery of St. Francis, called the ' Observant, or Grey 
Friars of Trim/ containing six messuages, with their gardens ; and that 
these were afterwards conveyed to Sir Thomas Ashe, of Trim, who made 
them over, with the exception of the house called ' the Shore House,' and 
the Town House in Trim, to Francis (Aungier?), Baron Longford.'* 

Sir Thomas Ashe was returned as Member of Parlia- 
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ment for the borough of Trim in 1613 ; but we have been 
unable to ascertain the date of his death. The family of 
Ashe held property in different parts of the county, as will 
be seen from an inspection of the Meath Inquisitions. 
One branch of the family, from the neighbourhood of Old- 
bridge, migrated immediately after the Battle of the Boyne 
to the North, and settling in the vicinity of Magherafelt, in 
the County of Londonderry, soon became intermarried 
with the principal families in that locality. 

In the interior of the Church, in the south wall, is a 
mural tablet to the memory of a member of this family, 
with the following quaint inscription : — 



In y* ould Chancell Vault of this Church 
Is interd among his ancestors y'' Body 
of y"" late Rev^ Dillon Ashe Doctor of 
Divinity Reef of Galoon and Vicar 
of Finglass. 

To whose truly piousx & Virtuous me- 
mory his afflicted wife M" Elizabeth 
Ashe alias S* George has erected this 
monument 

He departed this life y^ 16*^ day of 
May Anno Dom 1716 in y® 48*^ year of 
his age 



• Galloon is a Rectory and Vicarage in the diocese of 
Clogher, and Finglass is a Vicarage in the archdiocese of 
Dublin. 

In the south-eastern corner of the old chancel there is 
a raised tomb of grey Ardbraccan limestone, measuring 
6 feet 2 inches long, 3 feet 1 inch wide, and 5 inches thick, 
consisting of four fragments, the remaining piece, contain- 
ing part of the name in the inscription, being lost. 
Dean Butler had this tomb restored by bringing toge- 
ther the present fragments, which he found scattered 
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in different places in the churchyard. As in some 
of the preceding instances, the inscription here runs in 

a band all round the stone. 
In this case a groove, 5 
inches broad, was hollowed 
out, in which appears to 
have been laid a strip or 
sheet of brass, through 
which protruded from the 
solid stone the present 
raised letters, varying from 
3 to 4 inches in height 
It runs thus : — Here • lye • 
y^ ' Bodies • of - John • 
Gre{gg • Dea\n • of • 
Lismore • and • First • 
Vicar • of • Trym • Who^- 
dyed - Jan • 21 • 1629 • 
and ' William • Griffith • 
next • Vicar • of • Trym • 
Who dyed. 

In 1622 Gregg was Vi- 
car of Rathmolyon, as well 
as Vicar of Trim. The 
inscription bears internal 
evidence that the monu- 
ment was got up in the life- 
time of, and very probably 
by, the second Vicar, wishing to be commemorated along 
with his predecessor. It will be seen, however, that there is 
no provision, or groove, on the stone for the continuation of 
the strip of brass, and the date of Griffith's death has never 
been added. He probably died during the troubles that suc- 
ceeded 1641. 

In the south-western corner of the old chancel there is 
a tomb-slab raised about a foot from the ground, of grey 
Ardbraccan limestone, measuring 6 feet 11 inches in 
length, 3 feet 7 inches broad, and 6 inches thick. The 
inscription is incised round the margin of the stone ; 
and it is very probable that the letter^ which vary from 3 
to 4 inches in height, were originally inlaid with brass. 




No. 11. Monument of firBt and second 
Vicars of Trim. 
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The style of the lettering is characteristic of the period 
to which the tomb belongs, and the inscription reads 
as follows: — Hie : jacet : \^W]€dterus : Thoumhe : de\ 
Trum : j* : obiit : xviii : die : Junii : a : d : m : 
cocc : Lvm. The initial letter [W] of the Christian- 
name is rubbed away ; and it is not to be forgotten that 
the original name of 
Trim {Ath-Truim) 
contained a U as well 
as an I. It will be 
observed that the let- 
ters on the first three 
sides of the inscription 
are rather widely set 
apart, which gives the 
concludingline amore 
crowded appearance. 
We may fairly con- 
clude that this was 
the tomb of an eccle- 
siastic, as thirty-four 
years before the date 
on this stone, viz., in 
1424, we find that — 

'* WalterThoumbe, Clerk, 
had the custody of all 
the messnages, lands, &c., 
in Wodton, near Rathcar- 
ran, which were in the 
King's hands, by reason of 
the death of Edmond, Earl 
of March, and the mi- 
nority of his heir, Eichard, 
Duke of York, Thoumbe 
was to pay 10«. a year rent. 

*' In the same year, with Eichard Sidegreve and Christopher Bamewall, 
he had a commission to inquire concerning wards, marriages, reliefs, 
escheats, and other royal profits, in the counties of Dublin, Louth, and 
Drogheda ; and concerning forfeitures, and the goods of felons, and con- 
cerning intruders into the possessions of the King or his predecessors, and 
concerning those who broke the Statutes of Kilkenny, or other Statutes, 
whether made in England or in Ireland ; and concerning mortmain, or 
alienations without license." — Rot, Can. Pat, 3 Hen, VI, 
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No. 12.— Monument of Walter Thoumbe. 
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About the centre of the lower extremity of the slab 
will be observed nine circular cup-like depressions, which 
are ground into the stone, and are arranged in the form of 
a square. They are apparently coeval with the lettering 
of the inscription ; but of their use or meaning we are un- 
able to afford any explanation, unless, indeed, they may be 
.supposed to be emblematic of the Trinity, always counting 
three^ no matter in what direction they may be reckoned. 

The different forms of the letters used in the foregoing 
epitaphs are worthy of attention, evidencing as they do the 
distinct styles of typography prevailing at the respective 
periods of their execution ; and it is a curious fact that the 
a^^ of the individual has in no instance been given, an item 
never omitted in our more recent sepulchral inscriptions. 

According to the taxation in the King's Books, made 
in the reign of Henry VIII., the rectory of Trim was esti- 
mated at £65 65. 8rf., a larger sum than any other rectory 
in the kingdom. In 1826 the great tithes were com- 
pounded for £450 per annum ; and the vicarial tithes for 
£185. At the time of its greatest reputation the parish of 
Trim comprehended the present parish of Rathcore, long 
ago connected with a remarkable historic event, as being 
the place where ecclesiastics were first exempted from 
doing military duty, under the following circumstances, as 
recorded in O'Curry' "Lectures on the Manuscript 
Materials of Ancient Irish History," pp. 363, 364, and 
610 :— 

'* Aedh Oirdnidhe^ (Monarch of Erinn from the year 793 to the year 
817), in the year 799 {recte 804), raised a large army, with which he 
marched against the people of the province of Leinster, and proceeded as 
far as Bun Cua/r (the ancient name of Kathcore) on the confines of that 
province and Meath, where he encamped. The Monarch, on this occasion, 
compelled the attendance of Conmachy the successor of .St. Patrick, and 
Primate of Armagh^ with all his clergy, to attend this expedition. When 
the army rested, however, the clergy complained to the King of the hard- 
ship and inconsistency of their being called upon to attend on such occa- 
sions. The King listened to their complaint, and offered to lay it before 
his own poet, tutor, and adviser, the learned Fothadh, and abide by his de- 
cision, which was accordingly done. The poet's views were favorable to 
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the clergy, and he gave his decision in a short poem of four quatrains or 
stanzas, of which the following may be taken as a literal translation : — 

1. eclof be btt, 1. The Church of the liying God, 

tfic btt, na 6nai, Touch her not, nor waste, 

bib a cepc pop leacb, Let her rights be reserved, 

Peib op beach po bui. As best ever they were. 

2. Cecb pip-Tnanach pil, 2. Every true monk who is 

Pop a chnbup n-glGTi, Possessed of a pious conscience, 

Do'ti eclaip bian bip, To the Church to which it is due, 

5^ib amail cecb mo^. Let him act as any servant. 

3. Cecb bilTnam lap pin 3. Every faithful subject from that out, 

pfl cen peohc cen pep, Who is not bound by vows of obedience, 

Ceac CIO 6eip ppi bai5, Has liberty to join in the battles 

Qeba maip mic Neill. Of Aedh The Great, son of Niall, 

4. Ip b-i in piagatl cbepc, 4. This is the proper Rule, 

Secb ni mop, ni bee ; Certain it is not more, not less ; 

p05nab cacb a 11105, ^^ every one serve hiii lot 

Cen on ip cen ec.^ Without defect, and without refusal. 

And by this decision the clergy were exempted for ever after from attend- 
ing military expeditions. This decision obtained the name of a Canon ; 
and its author has ever since been known in Irish History by the name of 
Fothadh na CandinS* or Fothadh * of the Canon.' " 

In 1614 King Henry I. ordered the living of Trim to 
be annexed to the See of Meath, on account of its poverty. 
At this time George Montgomery, of the house of Braid- 
stone, in Scotland, was the Bishop of Meath and Clogher ; 
and he had been at the same time Bishop of Raphoe, 
Derry, and Clogher, and Dean of Norwich. The two for- 
mer he resigned on being appointed to that of Meath in 
1610; but he held his Deanery of Norwich until he ob- 
tained the living of Trim. He died in London, 1620 ; and, 
pursuant to his will, was buried at Ardbraccan, under a 
monument built by himself: in which tomb also repose the 
remains of his wife and daughter, the learned Bishop 
Pococke, and Bishop O'Beirne. Since the time of Bishop 
Montgomery the rectory of Trim has been held by the 
successive Bishops of Meath ; although it was not finally 
appropriated by Letters Patent until 1684, when it was so 
granted to Bishop Dopping : and it was customary to en- 
throne the Bishops of Meath in this church. In 1716, 
Bishop Evans was enthroned in presence of Jonathan Swift 
and others. 



1 '^LeabliarBieac*' — R.I. A. Ed. p. 76, col. 1. * Pronounced Foha im Kanoona. 
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So far as we have been able to collect, we give the fol- 
lowing list of the Bishops of Meath, with the dates of their 
respective successions, deaths, &c. : — 



Eugene, . . succeeded, 

Simon Rodifort, do. 

Deodatus, . . do. 

Ralph Petit, do. 
Richard dela Comer, do. 

Hugh de Tachmon, do. 

Thomas St. Leger, do. 

JohnO'Caroll, . do. 

William de Paul, do. 

William St. Leger, do. 

Nicholas Allen, . do. 

Stephen de VaUe, do. 

William Andrew, do. 
Alexander de Balscot, do. 

Robert Montain, do. 

Edward Dantsey, do. 

William Hadsor, do. 

William Silk, . do. 

Edmund Ouldhal, do. 

William Shirwood, do. 

John Pain, . do. 

William Rokeby, do. 

Hugh Inge, do. 

Richard Wilson, do. 

Edward Staples, do. 

William Walsh, do. 

Hugh Brady, . do. 

Thomas Jones, . do. 

Roger Dod, . do. 
George Montgomery, do. 

James Ussher, . do. 

Anthony Martin, da 

Henry Lesley, . do. 

Henry Jones, . do. 

Anthony Dopj^ing, do. 

Richard Tennison, do. 

William Moreton, do. 

John Evans, . do; 

Henry Downes, . do. 

Ralph Lambert, do. 

Welbore Ellis, . do. 

Arthur Price, . do. 

Henry Maule, do. 
William Carmichael, do. 

Richard Pococke, do. 

Arthur Smyth, do. 

Henry Maxwell, do. 

T. Lewis O'Beime, do. 
Nathaniel Alexander, do. 

Charles Dickinson, do. 

Edward Stopford, do. 
Thomas S. Townsend,do. 
J. Henderson Singer, do. 

Samuel Butcher, do. 





1174, 


died, . . . 


. 1194. 




1194, 


do. ... 


. 1224. 


August 29, 


1224, 


do. ... 


. 1226. 


March 80, 


1227, 


do. Michaelmas, 


. 1230. 


January 11, 


1230, 


do. . : . 


. 1260. 




1250, 


do. February, 


. 128L 


Noyember 3 


, 1287, 


do. December, 


. 1320. 




1321, 


resigned June, 


. 1327. 


July 24, 


1327, 


died July, 


. 1849. 


May 2, 


1350, 


do. St. Bartholomew's 


Day, 1352. 




1853, 


do. January 16, 

do. Novemoer 10, . 


. 1367 




1369, 


. 1379. 




1380, 


do. Eve St. Michael, 


. 1385. 


Dec. 24, 


1386, 


do. November 10, . 


. 1400. 




1402, 


do. May 24, . 


. 1412. 


Mays, 


1413, 


da January 4, 


. 1430. 




1430, 


do. Ascension Day, . 


. 1434. 


August 8, 


1434, 


- do. May 9, 


. 1460. 




1460, 


do. August 29, 


. 1459. 




1460, 


do. December 3, 


. 1482. 


August 4, 


1483, 


do. March 6, . 


. 1506. 




1507, 


resigned January 28, 


. 1511. 




1612, 


do. ... 


. 1621. 




1623, 


died. 


. 1529. 




1530, 


deprived June 29, 


. 1564. 


October 18, 


1554, 


do. ... 


. 1560. 


October 21, 


1663, 


died February 13, 


. 1583. 


May 12, 


1684, 


resigned November 8, 


. 1606. 


Nov. 13, 


1605, 


died July 27, . 


. 1608. 


January 24, 
December 2, 


1610, 


do. January 15, 


. 1621. 


1621, 


resigned March 21, . 


. 1624. 


July 5, 


1624, 


died July, 


. 1650. 


January 18, 
May 26, 


1661, 


do. April 7, 


. 166L 


1661, 


do. January 6, • 


. X681. 


January 14, 


1681, 


do. April 25, . 


. 1697. 


June 25, 


1697, 


do. July 29, . 


. 1706. 


Sept. 18, 


1706, 


do. November 21, . 


. 1716. 


January 19, 


1716, 


do. March 2, . 


. 1724. 


April 9, 


1724, 


resigned February 8, 


. 1726. 


February 10 


, 1726, 


died February 6, 


. 1731. 


March 13, 


1731, 


do. January 1, 


. 1734. 


February 2, 


1734, 


resigned, 

died April 13, . 


. 1744. 


May 24, 


1744, 


. 1758. 


Junes, 


1758. 


resigned, . 


. 1766. 


July 16, 


1765, 


died September 16, . 


. 1765. 


October 28, 


1766, 


resigned April, 


. . 1766. 


April 16, 


1766, 


died October, . 


. 1798. 


Dec. 18, 


1798, 


do. February 18, 


. 1828. 


March 21, 


1828, 


do. October 21, 


. 1840. 


Dec. 27, 


1840, 


do. July 12, . 


. 1842. 


November 6 


, 1842. 
186L 
1852. 






October 14, 


1866, 


nunc vivens. 





The following are the lists of the Rectors and Vicars 
of Trim, so far as they have been collected by the indus- 



Digitized by 



Google 



A RAMBLB ROUND TRIM. 



49 



trious Dean Butler, and supplemented by the researches of 
Dr. Reeves : — 



In 


1324, 


» 


1381, 


)) 


1403, 


JJ 


1412, 


)9 


1412, 


3J 


1432, 


5J 


1435, 


n 


1435, 


jj 


1454, 


V 


1483, 


»? 


1483, 


>> 


1501, 


» 


isn, 


)) 


1509, 


9) 


1527, 


M 


1541, 


1) 


1546, 


r 


1 II 1 


'> 


)J 


1581, 


)» 


1601, 


» 


1612, 


)) 


1614, 


?) 


1621, 


)5 


1661, 


J? 


1661, 


5? 


1681, 


)? 


1697, 


?? 


1715, 


5) 


1724, 


1? 


1726, 


?» 


1731, 


)) 


1734, 



List of Rectors of Trim. 

William de Clebury. 

Walter de Brugge. 

Richard Petyr. 

John Prene. 

John Tanner. 

Patrick Prene. 

John Ardagh (nominated and superseded by 

a Royal Brief). 
Robert Dyke. 
Philip Norreys, S. T. P. 
Edward Wellysley, or Wellisle. 
Richard Walsh. 
Thomas D'Arcy. 
John Rycardes, or Rickhard, Dean of St. 

Patrick's, Dublin, in 1622. 
John Warde. 
James Sheffelde. 
Francis Agard. 
William Nugent, 
John Petit- 
Henry Fitz Simon. 
John Draper. 
Robert Draper. 
Thomas Jones, in commendam with Arch- 

bishoprick of Dublin. 
George Montgomery. 
James Ussher. 
Henry Lesley. 
Henry Jones. 
Anthony Dopping. 
Richard Tennison. 
John Evans. 
Henry Downes. 
Ralph Lambert. 
Welbore Ellis. 
Arthur Price. 
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In 1744, Henry Maule. 

„ 1758, Hon. William Carmichael. 

„ 1765, Richard Pococke. 

„ 1765, Arthur Smyth. 

„ 1766, Hon. Henry Maxwell. 

„ 1798, Thomas Lewis O'Beirne. 

„ 1823, Nathaniel Alexander. 

„ 1840, Charles Dickinson. 

„ 1842, Edward Stopford. 

„ 1850, Thomas Stuart Townsend. 

„ 1852, Joseph Henderson Singer. 

„ 1866, Samuel Butcher. 

List of Vicars of Trim. 

In 162[], John Gregg, Dean of Lismore. 

„ 1629, William Griffith. 

„ 1660, John Cruikshank. 

„ 1671, Robert Erwin. 

„ 1681, George Prowd. 

„ 1698, John Sterne. 

„ 1702, Anthony Raymond. 

„ 1726, Caleb de Butts, Vicar-General of Meath. 

„ 1732, Adam Lyndon, Vicar-General of Meath. 

„ 1753, Guy Atkinson. 

„ 1767, WiUiam Evelyn (Dean ofEmly, connected 

with the Sylva Evelyn). 
„ 1769, William Foster (from 1770 to 1780, Rector 

of Ardbraccan ; died Bishop of Clogher). 
„ 1780, William Elliott. 
„ 1818, Richard Butler, D. D. 
„ 1819, Richard Butler, A. B. 
„ 1862, Charles J. Bayly. 
„ 1869, Edward F. Berry, Archdeacon of Meath. 

In Harris' Ware's " Bishops'' we learn that the famous 
Ussher, then rector of Assye, about four miles east of Trim, 
was presented to the rectory of Trim on 17th April, 1620 ; 
but was never instituted or inducted to it ; his letters- 
patent to the Bishoprick of Meath bearing date the 16th 
January following. 
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Many interesting particulars in reference to St: Patrick's 
will be found in Dean Butler's " Notices of the Castle and 
of the Ecclesistical Buildings of Trim ;'* instead of quoting 
which we propose to give some account of '* The Good 
Dean" himself, as he was commonly and familiarly called. 
In the year after his death, 1863, his widow printed for 
private circulation, but unfortunately did not publish, a 
Memoir of his life. In order to be able to present accurate 
and trustworthy particulars we made application to Mrs. 
Butler for permission to use this volume ; and, after some 
characteristically modest hesitation, we were at length 
graciously permitted to do so. In availing ourselves of 
this very kind concession we have as far as possible in con- 
densing adhered to the very words of the narrative, be- 
lieving that in point of phraseology it would be difficult to 
improve anything coming from the pen of an Edgeworth. 

Kichard, afterwards Dean, Butler was born on 14th 
October, 1794, near Granard, where his father was Vicar of 
Street, in the county of Longford, and was the second son 
of Rev. Richard Butler, and Martha, daughter of Richard 
Rothwell, Esq., of Burford, in the county of Meath. His 
father was of the Dunboyne branch of the Butlers, which 
has possessed the property of Priestown, near Dunboyne, 
in the county of Meath, since the time of Edward 11. 
After being several years in the Church, the Vicar of Street, 
with the permission of his bishop, wpnt to Edinburgh to 
study medicine, paying a curate to do his duty until he 
had taken his degree, when he returned to Ireland, and 
practised gratuitously among his parishioners, where me- 
dical advice in country places was then hardly to be had. 
In 1795, he was appointed by his friend Dr. O'Beirne, then 
Bishop of Ossory, to the living of Burnchurch in that 
diocese ; and, while residing for some years in the city of 
Kilkenny, until a glebe house was erected at Burnchurch, 
young Kichard attended the College, of which Dr, Pack 
was then the Master. In 1809 he went, with his elder 
brother James, to Reading School, then, under the care of 
Dr. Valpy, of whom he always spoke as a model school- 
master, who had not only the power of teaching admirably, 
but of inspiring his pupils with love for himself and for 
what he taught. His studious habits and correct conduct 
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made him a favourite with his master, and he was also very 
happy with his comrades. Among his chief associates was 
Thomas Noon Talfourd, afterwards so distinguished as a 
writer and a judge. 

In January, 1814, he entered Balliol College, Oxford, 
where he spent five happy years. Sir William Hamilton 
and Mr. Lockhart were his contemporaries, but senior to 
him ; and Dr. Ogilvie continued to be, to the end of his 
life, one of his dearest and most intimate friends. Dr. 
Arnold, and Dr. Williams, afterwards Archdeacon of Car* 
digan, were also among Mr. Butler's contempoi:iiries at 
Oxford ; and also Cosmo Innes, who was his junior by 
some years, but whose tastes and character were so parti- 
cularly congenial, that they formed at Balliol a friendship 
which continued to be, during his whole life, a source of 
the greatest happiness and advantage to him. 

During his vacations when in Oxford, Mr, Butler was 
accustomed to spend some time with his uncle, Mr. Roth- 
well, at Barnstaple, who was much attached to him, and 
who asked him to give up his intention of studying for the 
Church, and come to reside with him, and be heir to his 
fortune, which was considerable. This he refused to do, 
but his preference for an independent profession did not 
injure him in his uncle's regard ; for he continued to treat 
him with unabated kindness during his life, and at his 
death bequeathed to him a small estate. 

In the year 1798, Bishop O'Beirne was promoted to 
the See of Meath, and Dr. Butler and his family paid fre- 
quent visits to the Bishop at Ardbraccan, who had early 
distinguished Richard, ^nd had him often to stay with him, 
atid treated him with a kindness which continued undimi- 
nished and unclouded to the end of the Bishop's life. In 
the autumn vacation of 1814, Mr. Butler met at Ardbrac- 
can Mr., Mrs., and Miss Edgeworth. His father had been 
acquainted with Mr. Edgeworth when residing in the 
county of Longford, and the acquaintance was renewed in 
1808, at the time. of the Kilkenny theatricals. Mr. Edge- 
worth, his future father-in-law, had now much conversa- 
tion with young Mr. Butler, and was struck with his 
scholarship and high-principled character. 

In 1818, Mr. Butler having passed through the schools 
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with distinction, and taken a first-class in Classics, took his 
degree, and in the same year received Deacon's Orders 
from the Bishop of Meath ; but he continued to reside at 
Oxford, and in that year stood for a Fellowship, in which he 
failed, which was at the time a disappointment and mortifi- 
cation to him. He remained, however, at Oxford, and took 
pupils, from some of whom he afterwards received most gra- 
tifying letters, and proofs occurred long years after of the 
impression his care and kindness had made on these young 
men. His work, though laborious, was not disagreeable 
to him, and with enough and not too much to do, and 
having excellent society, he was quite happy, when the fol- 
lowing letter from his father changed the tenor of his life, 
and fixed him for the remainder of his days in a dijfferent 
sphere of action. 

The Bishop of Meath had so much regretted the loss 
of his friend. Dr. Butler's society, on his removal from 
Ossory to Meath, that, on the parish of Trim, scarcely nine 
miles distant from Ardbraccan, becoming vacant in 1818, 
he presented it to Dr. Butler ; but he having now built a 
house, and settled at Burnchurch, in the county of Kil- 
kenny, did not wish finally to remove, and he wrote to his 
sou : — 

'* Burnchwrch Glehe, 23rd March, 1819. 

*' Mr DEAK EicHABD, — My health is so precarious that I really cannot, 
with justice to the parishidhers of Trim, hold the living any longer. I feel 
quite unhappy at not heing able to attend to its duties, and I have to en- 
treat that you will lose no time in immediately going to the Bishop, and 
stating this matter to him,- and solicit him to accept you in my room. I 
have written to Ball to remit you £50, and I wiU write to the Bishop 
directly. Now let no false delicacy prevent your implicitly following my 
directions, as if you do, you will make me more miserable than I now 
am. 

'* God bless you, my dear boy. 

" EiCH»- Butler." 

Such a letter could only be obeyed ; and Mr. Butler 
wrote to his father that he would leave Oxford, and take 
the living of Trim. He and his friends parted with mutual 
regret ; and he always looked back fondly to his Balliol 
life, which was not useless, as the affectionate letters of 
some of his pupils show. 

I 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 A RAMBLE ROUND TRIM. 

On 13th June, 1819, he received Priest's orders from the 
Bishop of Kilmore, and on 17th July, 1819, was inducted 
Vicar of Trim. The very remarkable ruins in and imme- 
diately around Trim became objects of the greatest interest 
to him from the time of his arrival ; and in 1823 he began, 
on the model of his favourite White's History of Sdhorne, 
to make notes and to collect all the notices he could find 
about the antiquities of Trim. Collecting these note?, 
though often unsatisfactory, formed an agreeable and useful 
occupation for the rest of his life, while the gradual for- 
mation of a small library of his own on Irish history, and 
his constant gathering of coins and curiosities, which he 
encouraged all the people to bring to him by paying for 
everything they brought, was the means of bringing him 
into correspondence with many of the best antiquaries and 
numismatists of the day, and made neither the present nor 
the past *' ignorant " to him. 

In 1823 he made a composition for his tithes, took out 
a Commission of the Peace as a Magistrate for the county 
of Meath, and, on 24th November of same year, was sworn 
in Deputy- Portrieve of Trim. In this year also he lost, 
by death, his great friend, the Bishop of Meath, Dr. 
O'Beirne, whose memory he continued to revere with the 
fondest gratitude to the end of his life. He continued to 
be a Magistrate till the year 1837. In the beginning of 
1825 he was oflfered, in exchange for the living of Trim, 
that of Ardinglie in Sussex, thirty miles from London, on 
the longer Brighton road; but on 12th May, 1825, he wrote 
to Mr. Innes : — 

" I acknowledge the truth of much that you said about the exchange ; 
yet Trim is, and is to be my home, and Trim churchyard will be my bury- 
ing place. I like the place and the people, and I could not be insensible to 
the regard of the people for me ; and, in short, I have resolved to stay ; 
and since my resolution has been formed, I have had much more comfort 
than while liie matter was in suspense," 

His wish was gratified ; for his ashes repose in the old 
churchyard he loved so well. He felt keenly, and long 
continued to feel, the loss of the society he had been accus- 
tomed to at Oxford ; but his real taste for classical learn- 
ing, and for every variety of reading, was kept up to the 
end of his life. He had, too, the advantage of many culti- 
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vated friends. At Mr. Kuxton's, of Blackcastle, and at 
Ardbraccan, he had renewed his acquaintance with Mrs. 
and Miss Edgeworth ; and, on Sir Walter Scott's coming 
to Ireland in 1825, he was invited to meet him at Edge- 
worthstown. He arrived before breakfast ; and, as the 
weather was beautiful, he found Sir Walter and several 
of the party on the lawn. Sir Walter began instantly to 
speak to him on their mutual interest in the De Lacys— 
the Barons of Meath, and possessors of Trim Castle, whose 
history SirWalter had just been stixdyincrfor T/ie Betrothed. 
This was the first and last time Mr. Butler saw him. 

On 14th August, 1826, Mr. Butler was married at Edge- 
worthstown to Miss Harriet Edgeworth ; and on his return 
to Trim, in September, he sustained a severe affliction in 
the death of his uncle, Mr. John Rothwell, at Barnstaple, 
where he had passed many of his holidays ; and who left 
him, as before mentioned, a small estate. The day after 
Christmas-day, in this year, Mr. and Mrs. Butler went to 
Edgeworthstown ; and this after-Christmas visit was, with 
two exceptions, continued for the thirty-five following 
years. 

The summer of 1826 had been so unusually hot and 
dry that many of the crops failed ; and in the early part of 
1827, there was some distress, which Mr. Butler was for 
several weeks assisting to relieve in his double capacity of 
Vicar of the parish and Portrieve of the town, to which he 
had been this year elected. Through his exertions employ- 
ment was found for the poor, and the distress did not come 
to anything formidable. In February, 1831, Mr. Butler 
had a long and dangerous fever, from which he recovered 
his strength very slowly. It was in this year that the plan 
of the Irish Archaeological Society was first started, in which 
he took the greatest interest ; but it was long before it as- 
sumed a working form, or began to publish. He was 
placed upon the Council ; and eventually he contributed 
much to the Transactions, ' his researches for the works 
which he undertook to edit exhibiting the great familiarity 
which he had acquired with such subjects. 

In the year 1835 a printer (W. H. Griffith) settled at 
Trim ; and the possibility of getting his researches about 
the ruins printed at Trim gave an impetus to his inquiries. 
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His first use of the printer, however, was to make a little 
collection of poems. The Country Churchyard, and a few 
of the best usually given in such selections, was the first 
book ever printed — March, 1835 — in the town of Trim. 
He accordingly sent a copy of it to Archdeacon Cotton, 
who had made a history of first printed books at different 
places. On 28th June, 1835,' he writes to his old Col- 
lege friend, Cosmo Innes, M.A., Professor of Universal 
History and Constitutional Law in the University of Edin- 
burgh : — 

*' I am absolutely printing in Trim an account of the Castle thereof: 
how you would despise my duodecimo blue pages,' taken from abstracts and 
second-hand authorities ; still the thing occupies and amuses me, and may 
lay the foundation for something better, either by myself or some other 
person. My present object is confined to the Castle, it may extend here- 
after to the Church arid Abbeys. I have thought so much of Geoffrey de 
Geneville and Janico d' Artois and others of my heroes — to others their 
names will be names only — that I have the most distinct conception of 
their persons and character, biit I cannot personify my imaginings, and I 
shall leave the notices in their original dryness and meagreness." 

This resolution he unfortunately adhered to; for had 
his retiring modesty allowed this little volume, so full 
of facts, entitled, *' Some Notices of the Castle and of the 
Ecclesiastical Buildings of Trim, compiled from various 
authorities," to have been published in a popular form, with 
all his '* imaginings,'' there is little doubt that it would have 
continued to the present day, andfor many ayear to come, to 
be considered one of the most interesting contributions ever 
made to Irish topography. To his laborious researches 
we wish to express our indebtedness for many of the details 
given in these pages respecting a town and neighbourhood 
so rich in historical reminiscences. 

During the progress of the Ordnance Survey Captain 
James, now Major-General Sir Henry James, Director of 
the Survey, was stationed at Trim early in 1836, and to 
him Mr. Butler was greatly indebted for the interest he 
took in his work on the Castle, and for the measurements 
and accurate descriptions, with which, as an Officer of the 



1 Unpublished Memoir of the Very Rev. . ' The first edition, by Griffith, a thin 
Richard Butler, Dean of Clonmacnois, and duodecimo, was brought out on inferior 
Vicar of Trim, by his widow, p. 84. paper. 
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Royal Engineers, he furnished him. The small volume on 
the Castle of Trim was completed and printed at Trim in 
1836 ; and he then began to print what he could collect 
about the Church and Abbeys. 

Mr. Butler was a most industrious collector of every, 
thing appertaining to the past. Every spring when the 
potatoes were being planted, and in the autumn when they 
were dug, something curious was found ; and he bought 
everything the people brought in order to secure their 
coming. By this means he acquired everything of anti- 
quarian interest picked up at Trim ; and this collection, 
we learn from the following entry,* was presented after his 
death, on Monday, 10th November, 1862, to the Royal 
Irish Academy : — 

"The following valuable Collection of coins and other antiquities, from 
the cabinet of the late Yery Eev. Richard Butler, was presented, through 
Dr. Aquilla Smith, by Mrs. Butler : — 

"Coins. — 5 Hiberno- Danish ; 25 John; 8 Henry III. ; 15 Edward I. ; 
65 Edward lY. ; 4 Richard III.; 35 Henry YII. ; 24 Henry YIII. ; 8 
Philip and Mary; 11 Elizabeth; 7 James I.; 2 Charles I. Total 209 
Bilver coins. 

" 13 Elizabeth; 16 James I. and Charles I. (farthings) ; 4 Charles I. 
(Confederate money) ; 4 Charles II. ; 35 James I. (gun-money) ; 4 James 
II. (halfpence) ; 2 George I. ; 14 George II.; 8 tokens, " Yox Populi/* 
&c. ; 49 traders' tokens, seventeenth century, issued in Dublin; 52 tokens 
issued in Drogheda, &c. ; 4 William and Mary halfpence ; and 19 coins 
of great rarity, published by Dr. A. Smith in the "Transactions of the 
Koyal Irish Academy,*' Yol. XIX., and in Sainthiirs "OUa Podrida," 
Yol. II., p. 125. Total coins presented 433. 

" Seals. — "No, 1, a large circular copper seal — ^legend," S. Conversus [sic] 
de Benedictione Dei", from Athlone ; "No, 2, brass circular seal — legend, 
" Scutum Stephani Episcopi Rossensis" ; No. 3, a copper signet ring, with 
initials "J. M. D.*'; No. 4, a circular leaden seal — legend, " S. Ricardi 
AUigani" ; No. 5, Bulla of Pope Martin Y. ; No. 6, Bulla of Pope Pius II. ; 
No. 7, Bulla of Benedict XIY. 

"JElectbotypes. — No. 1, facsimile of an oval seal— legend, "Sigill. de 
Abbatis S.Marie de Truim", and reverse of the same matrix — legend, 
" Si. M. Abb. S. Marie de Durmag" ; No. 2, facsimile of a circular Irish 
seal; No. 3, facsimile of an episcopal seal — legend, " Sigill. Epale JoisEpi 
Eermeb*' ; No. 4, facsimile of a circular seal — legend, " Sigillum oflS.cii 
recepte Scaccarii regis iii. [_8tc'] Anglia", apparently of the reign of Edward 
III. ; and a large number of impressions of seals in wax. 

" ANTiftXTiTiEs. — 2 small circular brooches ; 3 buttons; 1 large copper 
pin; 30 weights; 18 bronze and stone celts, &c. 

"Resolved. — That the marked thanks of the Academy are due, and are 
hereby presented, to Mrs. Butler for her very valuable donation." 

» ♦* Proceedings R. I. A.," Vol. VIII. p. 219. 
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In 1837 Mr. Butler printed a small volume of his 
translation from O'Connor s Latin translation of the Annals 
of the Four Masters ; but as this, like several of his other 
literary productions, was not published, the interest in it 
was shortly afterwards superseded by O'Donovan's great 
work. In this year also Sir William Hamilton, on being 
elected President oftheKoyal Irish Academy, wrote to him 
soliciting him to suggest some plan for the promotion of 
antiquarian knowledge ; and, in reply, he strongly recom- 
anended the printing of our MS. ''Monastic Annals and 
Kegistries," a course which the Council of the Academy 
has recently adopted in the most effective manner by pro- 
ducing transcriptions of our oldest MSS. 

On 10th October, 1839, he writes to his old friend, Mr. 
Innes : — 

« * * * I am printing an enlarged edition of the Castle t)f Trim. 
I saw the other day a most curious collection of things disinterred from a 
crannog at Lagore in this county; hrass bowls like finger-glasses, very 
thin; bodkins innumerable; tweezers, all brass; iron knives, pincers, 
and shears, and things of which I cannot conceive the use; fine bone-tooth- 
combs, and some brass ornaments enamelled in different colours; abundance 
of skeins and swords and spear-heads, but no celts, and not a vestige of 
any written character. I have requested the gentleman on whose lands 
they were found not to disperse them. There was sent with them a groat 
of Eobert III. (?) struck at Perth ; how it came among its elders by a 
thousand years I cannot guess." 

Writing again to his friend, Mr. Innes, on 16th Novem- 
ber, 1839, he says: — 

" . . . . We have now Maria Edgeworth with us — as cheerful and 
as fresh as ever — and neither sadness, nor ill-nature, nor anything very 
bad can stand long in her presence. Having her here is like having sun- 
shine always about you, and I think that she is more in her element, and 
puts out all herself more in strictly domestic life than in any other. 

"I heard from Ogilvie some weeks ago, announcing his appointment 
to the living of Ross, in Herefordshire — so he is now * The Man of Ross.' 
Two-and-twenty years ago Richard Long, James Young, and I, went to 
Ross on our way down the Wye. They are both dead, and here' am I 
sitting in Trim, writing to you in Edinburgh of the promotion of Ogilvie 
to that Church in which we had then no personal interest. 

*' I hope that the Lagore discovery will be fully investigated. Mr. 
Petrie brings the sword's down to the time of the Danes, who, he says, 
first introduced iron amongst us ; I do not know that this can be proved. 
One set of our antiquaries bring everything to about Queen Dido's time ; 
and the other everything down to King Canute's. I wonder what became 
of the time between these worthies ? Dr. Wilde, a comparative anatomist, 
declares that the bones belonged to varieties of species of animals now ex- 
tinct in Ireland ; the cows, short-horned Ayrshires. I wish you could see 
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my study which Maria has beautified with scarlet cloth to the shelyes, 
and two standing book-cases instead of the screen," 

During the previous summer, with a presentation of 
four prints, came the following characteristically cheerful 
letter* :— 

" To the Rev. R, Butler. 

** JEJdffBworthstoum^ 6 June^ 1889. 

"My dear Richasd, — ^Four royal personages, four crowned Kings, 
each with his head on his shoulders, and each with his crown on his head — 
much to be said of four sovereigns in these times — are now come a-begging 
to your door, begging to be admitted to dine with you to-day, and to dine 
with you, if you have have no objection, every day of your life. 

^' * Every day ! I had made up my mind to give them their dinner to- 
day ; but every day do they expect' ? 

** Make up your mind for every day, my dear Sir ; princes and kings 
are encroaching, expecting people, and you can do no less than receive 
them graciously; and at Trim, for * auld acquaintance^ sake you can do 
BO less. 

** I see you open wide the dining-room door fit for their four majesties, 
and methinks, as they enter, each whispers, * Not the first time we have 
been at Trim, but never in such good plight.' ' Not a prisoner now in 
that vile Castle,' quoth young Harry ; and Henry II. bows to Harriet, 
'Mrs. Butler, I presume.' 'Hang ^em up! hang them all up!' says 
Harriet. And I hope you will hang them, and so remain, 

** Yours obliged and affectionately, 

"Mabia Edgewoktil" 

These four framed prints (Virtue's) of Henry IL, 
King John, Richard II., and Henry V., were immediately 
hung in the dining-room at Trim, and were Mr. Butler's 
companions at dinner for more than twenty years. Henry II. 
was never at Trim; butKingJohn spent the second and third 
days of July, 1210, there, as appears from the itinerary of 
his reign.^ Richard II. was more than once in Ireland. On 
the occasion of his last visit, which was for the purpose of 
revenging the death of his cousin, the Earl of March, he 
sailed from Milford Haven, bringing with him as hostages 
Humphrey, son of the late Duke of Gloucester, and Henry, 
son of the banished Duke of Lancaster, who afterwards, an 
20th March, 1413, ascended the throne as Henry V. In 



> Unpublished- Memoir of Maria Edge- * Dean Butler's " Notices of Trim," p. 

worth, vol. iii., p. 190. 236. 
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less than two days (on 1st June) they came in sight of the 
tower of Waterford ; and on 23rd June the king marched 
towards Mac Morrough's country, in the neighbourhood 
of Carlo w, and. while burnings and devastations were going 
on, he, *' out of true and entire affection", sent for the son 
of the Duke of Lancaster, a fair, young,- and handsome 
bachelor (not thirteen years old), and knighted him, say- 
ing, " My fair Cousin, henceforth be preux and valiant, for 
you have some valiant blood to conquer." ( " ArchaBologia," 
vol. XX.). On hearing in Dublin (where he was on 26th 
June), of the landing of the Duke of Lancaster at Raven- 
spur in Yorkshire, Richard sailed for England, leaving in 
custody in the Castle of Trim the young sons of the Dukes 
of Lancaster and Gloucester. The south-eastern tower, 
standing between the barbican and the river, is pointed to 
by tradition as the place of their confinement, which could 
not have been of long duration, as Richard resigned the 
crown on Michaelmas Day, 29th September, 1399. 

In the year 1840, The Irish Archaeological Society was 
established, in which Mr. Butler took much interest ; and 
in this year also he was engaged in correcting a second 
edition of his book on the Castle of Trim, and in collect- 
ing information about the parish church and abbeys in 
and around Trim. In May, 1841, he went to Burnchurch 
for the last time to attend his dying father, a man of great 
abilities, and unbounded general benevolence. 

On 22nd July, 1841, Mr. Butler took his little nieces, 
Mary Anne and Charlotte Fox, to the site fixed for the 
Trim Fever Hospital, of which they laid the first stone. 
After it was completed, and in use, he was accustomed to 
pay almost daily visits to it ; and he exerted all his powers 
of persuasion to induce the people to send all who were 
attacked with fever or any contagious disorder to this hos- 
pital, and in a great measure he succeeded in overcoming 
their disinclination to do so. 

About September, 1841, he undertook to edit, for the 
Irish Archaeological Society, Grace's* " Annals of Ireland f 
upon the preface to which he spent much time and re- 



' Grace was a Kilkenny friar about the time of Henry VIII. 
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search. He worked at it in the time between breakfast 
and his going to his schools — the hour after he had finished 
the newspapers, which he studied diligently, and considered 
them as much a part of breakfast as the comestibles. He 
was generally at his school, or about the town, from twelve 
till three, and the afternoon of these autumn evenings he 
could, as the early darkness prevented his going out, give 
up to Grace's Annals. Sometimes he worked at his Pre- 
face after dinner ; but this time he usually enjoyed reading, 
or hearing read out, some book of the day, or one of some 
very old day. In any difficulty he wrote for help to Mr. 
Innes, and he acknowledged also much valuable assistance 
in the preparation of the volume from his friend Dr. Aquilla 
Smith, of Dublin. At length, in 1842, Grace's Annals, 
Mr. Butler's first contribution to the Irish Archaeological 
Society, was published. 

In January, 1843, he undertook to edit the Fegistrum 
Canobii 00. SS. juxta Dublin^ most of the charters being 
of the time of Henry III. ; and in March, of the same 
year, he was elected a member of the Bannatyne Club. 
The marriage of Mrs. Butler's youngest sister to Dr. Robin- 
son in this year was the occasion of forming a life-long 
friendship and intimacy with that great scientific scholar, 
and proved a source of invaluable happiness and advantage 
to him. 

In October, 1843, he became busily engaged with a work 
for the Irish Archaeological Society, the Norman French 
Laws of Dublin, which he considered to be not later than 
the time of Edward I. Dr. Aquilla Smith's copy of them, 
the perfection of beautiful writing and minute accuracy, 
had been long in his hands ; but although his hunt through 
dictionaries and old French books of all sorts, to ascertain 
the meaning of some of the terms, was pursued with all 
his usual ardour in such chases, neither Dr. Smith nor he 
was able to make sense of some of them, although they 
seemed very curious and interesting in their patriarchal 
simplicity." 

On 13th Feb., 1844, he playfully writes to Mr. Innes : — 

** I am very busy preparing to edit Bowling's and Clyn's Chronicles ; 
of the latter there i& a MS. in the Bodleian, which Mr. Wilson of Trinity- 
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do you know him ? — promises to collate for us. Clyn is really interesting ; 
a living man of flesh and blood, who died of the plague at Kilkenny in 
1348, having left parchment for the continuation of his Chronicles after 
his death. Dowling, I suppose, had flesh and blood, and was a Protestant 
parson in the time of Elizabeth ; but what we have of him are merely ab- 
stracts inserted in extracts from Vowell and Stanyhurst," &c. 

Maria Edgeworth, now in her 77th year, had during 
the spring of this year built a greenhouse for Mr. Butler 
in the lawn to the north of his house ; and the pleasure in 
planning and executing it was increased every year that 
she lived by seeing the extreme enjoyment it gave him. 

Of his progress in editing the Kegistry, he thus writes 
on 27th June, 1845, to his former College companion, Mr. 
Innes : — 

*' I am in great want of you every day, all my loiterings about my 
wearisome Registry must now come to an end, and I am obliged to write 
a preface, which will give some size to the book, and which, being Eng- 
lish, will have some chance of being read. About the Priory itself I know 
very little, but about things in some degree connected with the Registry, 
i.e., the political and social state of Ireland from the twelfth to the six- 
teenth centuries, a great deal might be said by a practised writer, who 
could connect and arrange his thoughts and express them easily." 

Mr. Worsae, the great Danish antiquary, accompanied 
by Dr. Todd, came to Trim in December, 1846, to pay a 
visit to Mr. Butler ; and although there were no Danish 
monuments for him to inspect, he was much interested in 
the valuable collection of coins and other antiquities in 
the Museum of Sir Montagu Chapman, at Killua Castle, 
and in the curious '* find" which had been recently made 
on the property of Mr. Barnewall in the crannog of Lagore, 
near Dunshaughlin. 

On 31st December, 1847, a letter from the Bishop of 
Meath, Dr. Stopford, announced Mr. Butler's appointment 
by him to the Deanery of Clonmacnois, which was only a 
title, neither duty nor emolument being attached to it ; 
and he was instituted at Navan on 24th January, 1848. In 
this year, 1848, the National Model School was founded at 
Trim, and, after its completion and opening. Dean Butler 
attended it almost every day that he was at home during 
the rest of his life. From the first The Very Rev. John 
O'Connell, P. P., V. G., and his Curates, were as much 
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interested in the Model School as Dean Butler was ; and 
the system was, therefore, really carried out according to 
the letter and the spirit ; and many of the children of fa- 
milies in humble circumstances in and about Trim, from 
the excellent education they received there, raised them- 
selves in after years to positions of comfort and respecta- 
bility. 

The sudden death, on 22nd May, 1849, of Maria Edge- 
worth, in her 82nd year, fell heavily upon Dean Butler, as 
he so intensely delighted in her cheerful society. During 
the month of July, 1849, Kev. William Beeves, D. D., came 
to Trim ; and Deaa Butler accompanied him in long 
drives throughout the neighbourhood, much enjoying his 
society, examining the churchyards, &c., as Dr. Beeves was 
then collecting materials for his great work on Ecclesiasti- 
cal Antiquities. 

Writing to Mr. Innes, on 20th December, 1849, he 
thus describes his progress with the Dublin Laws : — 

** Harriet and I spend our evenings in transcribing the Charter Book 
of Dublin, i. e., I read, she writes. We are thinking of printing the 
Laws of Dublin, which you noted ; and I should be very glad if I could 
get materials to illustrate them, and to give some notion of the history and 
habits of our Danish Dublin, with its motley population of Irish and 
Danes, Ostmen, Eingals and Dhuvgals, Traders, Pirates, Colonists and 
Natives ; but I lack matter." 

As New Year's Day was Maria Edgeworth's birth day, 
and for many years the great festival of the family, it was 
too painful to go to Edgeworthstown for the opening of 
the new year (1850), after so great a chasm made in their 
circle ; and, for the first time since 1826, Dean Butler 
spent the beginning of the year at Trim. 

In the year 1852, his curate. Rev. James Hamilton, was 
promoted to the living of Loughcrew ; and from that time 
up to the year 1858, Dean Butler continued to do all the 
parish duty himself, which so fully occupied his time that 
he found little leisure to devote, during that interval, to 
his literary studies and antiquarian pursuits, which, how- 
ever, were hot neglected, whenever he found an unoccupied 
hour to bestow upon them. 

Unlike ** most men, whose youth is brighter than their 
middle and latter life," his grew happier and more cheerful 
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as he advanced in years. In 1856 he printed a few of his 
sermons in a small volume entitled Home Duties^ and gave 
them to his parishioners and friends ; and in 1857 he 
printed another set on the Morning Service, which he dis- 
tributed in the same manner. On 14th May, 1857, Dean 
Butler received a letter from His Excellency, The Right 
Hon. The Earl of Carlisle, offering to appoint him to be 
one of his chaplains. It gave the Dean real pain to feel 
obliged to refuse so gracious a request, expressed in the 
most flattering, kind, and gratifying terms ; but he thought 
that, never having attended Lord Carlisle's levees, or those 
of any Lord Lieutenant, it would now be unsuitable to be 
the Lord Lieutenant's Chaplain. Lord Carlisle added to 
the obligation of his offer by speaking afterwards of thq 
refusal in the most amiable and good-natured terms. 

During the summer of 1857, Mr. Innes paid a visit to 




No. 13. Portrait and Autograph of Dean Butler. 



the Dean at Trim ; and, the weather being fine, he 
drove out almost every day with him. Mr. Innes, having 
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brought his photographic apparatus with him, took many 
views of the vicarage, the church, and the ruins in and 
about Trim, of which he sent over specimens after his 
return to Scotland, which were ever afterwards much 
prized by the Dean. 

On the occasion of one of his daily visits to the Trim 
Model School in 1857, while the seniox boys happened to 
be under instruction in photography by Mr. Freehill, the 
Head Master, the Dean was asked to sit for his portrait. 
Mr. Freehill still retains with affectionate respect the pho- 
tograph then taken on glass, of which the accompanying 
is a very excellent and mithful engraving. The signature 
has been engraved from that given under his portrait in 
the unpublished Memoir of his life by^his widow. 

In the spring of 1858 he was, while apparently quite 
well, suddenly seized with a violent spasm in his chest. It 
went off, but recurred again upon any exertion ; and the 
physicians whom he consulted recommended him to have 
a curate, to which arrangement he very reluctantly con- 
sented. The last letter written with his own hand to his 
nearly life-long friend, Mr. Innes, dated 28th November, 
1859, contains the following passages : — 

** , . . . For months past any excitement or exertion of body 
or mind has brought on a feeling of suffocation, which demands immediate 
perfect stillness and cessation of all motion for a few moments, and then I 
am as before. I have, however, hitherto been able to walk slowly 
through the town, and to go daily to the school. 

** We were in hopes that you would have sent to us some Memoirs of 
your Italian, to match your Spanish Journey, which are greatly admired, 
and your Trim wiU be the Trim of future ages." 

In the autumn of 1859 he went to the sea-side, at Bet- 
tystown, near Drogheda, and derived much benefit from 
sea-air and sea baths, and the spasms in his chest ceased to 
affect him ; but a general weakness in his limbs came on 
gradually, and in April, 1860, paralysis deprived him of 
all power • of standing or walking. However, in a Bath- 
chair he still continued his daily visit to the Model School ; 
and on Sundays was wheeled into the Workhouse and 
County Jail, where he read the service to the Protestant 
paupers and prisoners. In the summer of 1860 he again 
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went to Bettystown, there spending the greater part of the 
day on the beautiful strand ; but he derived no permanent 
benefit from the visit. 

On 20th May, 1861, he again went to Bettystown, and 
after spending eight weeks there, which, as he says himself 
in a letter dictated to Mr. Innes, " were very agreeable," 
he returned to Trim, where he occupied and amused him- 
self in bringing out a new (fourth and last) edition of his 
Book on Trim Castle, printed by Hodges, Smith, and Co., 
Grafton-street, Dublin. Unfortunately his peculiar mo- 
desty stood in the way of his publishing this revised and 
valuable collection of historical references to Trim ; and as 
he generously and good-naturedly distributed the printed 
copies among his friends and acquaintances this now rare 
book can only be found in private collections. 

On 14th February, 1862, he paid a visit, accompanied 
by Mrs. Butler, who throughout his illness was his untir- 
ing solace and support, to his brother-in-law, Dr. Robin- 
son, at the Armagh Observatory, where he was attended by 
Dr. Young, of Monaghan, and Dr. Robinson, of the Armagh 
Infirmary ; but in spite of all that genius on the part of 
his medical attendants, unwearied care on the part of his 
wife, and unceasing attention from Dr. and Mrs. Robin- 
son, could do for him, nothing could arrest the progress 
of the disease. He and Mrs. Butler returned to Trim on 
1st July, 1862, and on the 17th he breathed his last, having 
on that day completed his forty-third year of residence at 
Trim. 

No more truthful picture could be drawn of the life 
and character of the good and excellent Dean Butler than 
is to be found in his Memoir, p. 191 : — 

''Naturally not robust in health, Richard Butler was constitutionally 
indolent and shy. That shyness should diminish with ag^ was natural, 
but to become more active as he grew older was unusual and characteristic. 
His powers of activity, mental and bodily, increased as his sphere of use- 
fulness enlarged; and though a great part of every day was spent in 
teaching at a country school, his zeal for knowledge and learning, of 
which he possessed so much of such varied kinds, never flagged, and the 
logical training of his mind was exerted constantly for the regulation of 
his own conduct, and for the assistance of the many who looked up to, 
and relied upon him for advice. Charity, in every form, and in its most 
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enlarged sense, was his distinguishing characteristic ; charity which not 
only ministered to the wants and sympathized with the cares of all, but 
entered into and sympathized with sdl the details of sufferings, mental 
and bodily, allowing for the ill-tempers and ill-feelings, the fancied 
and real wrongs, of which he was the depository — ^healing them, and mak- 
ing peace everywhere. He used to say people were afraid of him, but 
nobody really feared him, except so far as meanness and vice are rebuked 
by a blameless life. His dark complexion and near-sightedness gave him 
a grave expression of countenance, but he was constantly cheerful; and 
though he never at any time entered into or enjoyed what are called 
gaieties, he liked society, and was always ready to be amused, and to 
prom()te the amusement of others. His great powers of mind, and the 
ease with which he acquired and retained the most accurate knowledge, 
](iever made him impatient of the difficulty of comprehension in the young, 
or of the ignorance and dulness of many with whom he was thrown in 
contact. His leniency, and the mildness of his manners, were the effect, 
not only of natural kindness of heart, but of his steadfastness of mind. 
His own faith and his own principles were so fixed, dispassionate, and 
uncompromising, that they never needed the support of violent words or 
violent feeling against those who differed from him : an unexpressed 
manliness of mind which, from his youth, and throughout his life, com- 
manded the respect and confidence of those who most differed from them. 

" A profession, a taste, and a pursuit were, he used to say, essential 
to a man's usefulness and happiness in life, and he, every year of his life, 
devoted himself more eagerly to his profession ; while his taste for garden- 
ing and his pursuit of antiquities occupied and enlivened all the rest of 
his time. The strong attachment he inspired, and the charm of his inti- 
macy, arose from the perfect honesty of his purposes, and the absence of 
all low thoughts or views ; there was nothing to be hidden. His lofty 
faith, disinterestedness, and purity of mind governed even the minutest 
actions of his life, and acted upon all about him as far as such influence 
can reach. The expression of his countenance was that of his whole life — 
complete benevolence ; the wish to make the happiness and exalt the cha- 
racter of all the world. Uniting with his peaceful disposition an enthusi- 
astic admiration for heroic deeds ; and with the love of exalted poetry, a 
thorough acquaintance with the practical details of life ; his benevolence 
was as active as it was earnest, and entirely without ostentation. 

** The friends which he made in his early youth continued to be his 
friends to the end of his life in undiminished intimacy ; while his powers 
of conversation, and the ease with which he imparted his accurate infor- 
mation, added continually to his circle of friends and acquaintance : so 
that, though living very retired, he formed a sort of centre to a large circle 
of strongly attached relations and friends, broken and scattered by his 
loss." 

In the interior of the church is inserted into the south 
side wall, immediately over the late site of the pulpit, a 
white marble tablet with the following inscription, drawn 
up by the Dej3,n's old Oxford friend, Dr. Ogiivie, of Ross : — 
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M. S. 

VIRI EEVERENDI 

RICARDI . BUTLER . 

DECANI . CLTJANMACNOEENSIS 

NECNON 

HUJU8 . ECCLESUS . 

PER ANNOS. XLIII. VICARII 

VIXIT ANNOS LXVII. MEN. IX. DIES III. 

ET DECESSIT XVII. KAL. 8EXTIL. 

A. 8. MDCCCLXII. 

Immediately beneath this tablet, the present Archdea- 
con of Meath, The Venerable Edward Fleetwood Berry, 
has inserted the brass tablet put up by Dean Butler in 
1861, in the former chancel of the church, and which con- 
tains the following inscription : — 

In iRAemonam Htcattxi iSutler, Sb-^.^M filit natu maxfrnt 
^acobf idutler i ^tiestoton in (ZDomttatu inetensi tegni 
f^tberntee et Borotbea? uxoris, ICltcatfit Steele iSatonetti filial. 

Ifticattxus idutler Becanus (iPIuanmacnaeensfs atque ab 
anno i)IllD(ZD(!D(!DXH all jbobtecnum usque tiltm Ficattus oppftif 
^rim, jboc monumentum ponentrum cutabit, anno iRaiD(ZD<!P(!D1LXI. 

Buxtt autem (n uxorem Iflicattxus i3utler iSlaitbam 
flKam iflicartii Iflotbtoell f 33eifortx in eoliem ODomitatu 
iWetxensi atmigeti, et ex ea suscepit filios sex, 2i^^^^^^) 
Sdicarlium monumenti bufus auctocem, ^bomam, Hu&o- 
-bicum, iSibittoellum, lEbtoarbum, ^oannem, filiamque 
unicam iSlatiam. 

Intra IBicecesin ®ssor{ensem buos et biginti ^nnos 
^taebenbarius JDagnensis, ttes quoque et quabraginta 
annos Iftectot loci quern 38urncburcb appellant, per 
unius tantum anni spatium Ficarius 'STrim oppibi 
In IBicecesC iRAebensi positi, tanbem apub 33urn(burcb 
in (ZDomitatu ISlil&ennenst biem supremum obiit sexto 
Bahnbas 2i^nias, ^. B. iWiBaDaDaDaE'EI, annum agens 
terttum et octogesimum. 
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Over a vault containing the remains of Dean Butler, a 
few yards south of the church, stands an elegant monu- 
ment of Caen stone, resting upon granite plinths, and 
erected by public inscription in 1863. On a shield on the 
west end is a ducal coronet, issuing thereout a plume of five 
ostrich feathers, thereon a falcon rising of the last ; and on 
the east end is another shield containing a chief indented, 
charged with three escallops, impaling battle axes crossed 
between four crosses, with a scroll beneath, on which is in- 
scribed — 

+ S. RICARD . BUTLER . DECAN . CLUANENS. 

The south side of the monument contains this inscrip- 
tion : — 

ERECTED BY HIS PARISHIONERS AND FRIEND^ 
TO THE MEHORT OF 

THE VERY REVEREND RICHARD BUTLER, 

DEAN OP CLONMACNOIS, FORTY THREE YEARS TTCAR OF THIS PARISH, 

WHERE HE WAS THE GENEROUS BENEFACTOR, 

THE SYMPATHISING FRIEND AND FAITHFUL PASTOR : 

BORN 13 OCTOBER 1794, DIED 17 JULY 1862. 

On the north side are incised the following quota- 
tions : — 

" BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD." REVELATIONS, XIV. 1 3v. 
" THE PATH OF THE JUST IS AS THE SHINING LIGHT, THAT SHINETH MORE 

AND MORE UNTO THE PERFECT DAY." PROVERBS, IV. ISv. 
" HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH." HEBREWS, XI. 4v. 

At the suggestion of Harcourt Lightburne, Esq., with 
the money that remained on hands after the completion of 
the monument, a clock was inserted in the tower of the 
church, over which is seen in large gilt letters — 

1863 

THE dean's clock. 

A warm-hearted friend and admirer put up in the 
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western face of the old tower, at a height of about twelve 
feet from the ground, a polished slab of red Peterhead 
granite jft'om Aberdeenshire, encased in a frame of blue 
chiselled limestone, on which is cut the following inscrip- 
tion : — 



a.d. mdccolxiii. 
the clock placed in this 

tower was erected in 
memory of the late very 
reverend richard butler, 
dean op clonmacnois and 

vicar of this parish, 
whose monument stands 

in''this church yard. 
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